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Overview of Alive-O Books 5-8 – An Analysis 

Éanna Johnson, May 2007 

INTRODUCTION TO THIS ANALYSIS

The Overview of Alive-O Books 5-8 was prepared by the Administrator of the Alive-O project and published by Veritas. The publication is undated. 

This analysis takes the Overview as written, and does not attempt to compare the Overview with what is actually in the Alive-O programme Books 5-8 (except in the case of the Sacrament of Holy Orders). 

The Overview is analysed with reference to the teaching of the Catholic Church, especially as expressed in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) and the General Directory for Catechesis, 1997 (GDC).  
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1.  SUMMARY

Overall: The Overview contains much good material, but falls short of authentic Catholic and Christian faith, through incorrect statement, omissions and imbalances. There is no claim that either the Overview or the Alive-O Programme meet the Church’s requirements of perfect harmony with the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) with due consideration for the norms and criteria in the General Directory for Catechesis (GDC). 

Structure: It is helpful that the Overview structure largely follows the structure of the CCC, though with some unhelpful variations. The layout of the various sections and sub-sections is mostly clear. There are many well-chosen quotations from CCC and other magisterial sources in the ‘Development of Doctrine’ sub-sections, but they are often not reflected in the detailed items from the Alive-O Programme itself. 
Revelation: The Overview considers Scripture and lists a commendably large number of Bible readings in the Programme. However, the Overview falls short of a Catholic understanding of Divine Revelation by omitting the essential connections between Scripture, Tradition and the Church’s magisterium.  

The Trinity and God the Father: The Overview states that, “God is the first person of the Blessed Trinity”, which is contrary to an authentic Christian understanding of the Trinity. There is lack of clear teaching on God the Father, who is confused with God. As the Blessed Trinity is the foundation for the “hierarchy” of truths of the faith, then this incorrect teaching on the Trinity undermines the Christian authenticity of the entire Overview.

Creation & Fall: There is emphasis on the goodness of human beings and of all creation, but the presentation is all ‘horizontal’ or material. The Overview omits God’s spiritual creation – the immortal soul, angels and heaven. There is nothing on our first parents or on original sin; this is a grave omission, because as CCC 389 reminds us: “we cannot tamper with the revelation of original sin without undermining the mystery of Christ”.  

Jesus Christ: There is much good material on Jesus, which brings out his love, teaching, care for us and his special blessing by God. However, there are also significant omissions on Jesus as true God as well as man, and on Jesus’ principal mission to save the human race from sin. These omissions mean that the presentation on Jesus is not authentically Christian.

The Holy Spirit: There is much good material on the Holy Spirit, but also significant omissions, which invite an understanding of the Holy Spirit as a presence or action of God, rather than a distinct Divine Person of the Blessed Trinity – which is contrary to authentic Christian faith. 

The Church: Much good material on ‘the Church’ as the community of believers in Christ, but the Overview presents virtually nothing meaningful on the Catholic Church, and is particularly weak on priesthood / episcopacy / papacy.   

Mary & the Saints: Much good material on Mary and saints, though some omissions.

The Last Things: The Overview mentions heaven (with the impression that everyone will enjoy the happiness of heaven, no matter what), but fails to present an authentic Christian eschatology by omitting grace, salvation, judgment, purgatory, hell, the eternal consequences of the moral life and the Second Coming. 

Liturgy: The Overview presents the main liturgical Seasons of the Church, and other some good material on liturgy. However, it falls short of an authentic Catholic vision by presenting a ‘horizontal’ approach to liturgy as mainly something that human beings do for themselves and each other, with a greater emphasis on para-liturgical rituals devised by the Programme than on the Church’s liturgy.

Sacraments: The Overview has much information on each of the sacraments. However, there is nothing on sacraments in general, and no teaching on what a sacrament is. The graces particular to each sacrament are omitted, thereby depriving all the sacraments of real meaning. Throughout its treatment of the Sacraments the ordained priesthood is diminished, which has a negative impact on all sacraments, not just on Holy Orders. 

In the absence of original sin and grace, Baptism becomes more like a human rite of enrolment in a body of people, the Church. 

Confirmation is treated better, but still suffers from omission of grace and the bishop. 

Eucharist and Mass are given extensive coverage, which includes much good material, but notable omissions mean that it falls short of an authentic Catholic presentation on the Eucharist. 

There are major omissions in Penance/Reconciliation, in particular the graces of the sacrament and the sacramental power of the ordained priest. The impression is given that the sacrament is merely  a celebration of the forgiveness that has already been given by God anyway. 

There is some good information on Anointing of the Sick but the grace of the sacrament and the sacramental power of the priest are omitted. 

The Overview indicates good coverage of Holy Orders, but the items listed in the Overview are not actually included in the Alive-O programme. 

There is some reasonable information on Marriage, but also some notable omissions. 

Life in Christ / Morality: Here the Overview diverges substantially for the CCC in structure and in content. The presentation is diffuse and complicated, with many significant omissions. The presentation of morality is predominantly ‘horizontal’ or this-world focused, to the neglect of the spiritual and eternal dimensions. 

Prayer:  The Overview has much good material on prayer. However are also some notable omissions and a major imbalance: the CCC emphasises the prayers of the Church, in particular the Our Father, while in contrast the Overview gives minimal attention to the Our Father and emphasises prayers and rituals devised by the Alive-O programme.

2. INTRODUCTORY PAGES OF OVERVIEW 

FRONT COVER PAGE

The front cover of the Overview reads as follows:

Alive-O 5-8

Overview of the Alive-O Religion Programme 

for primary schools, 

from Third Class (Primary Five) 

to Sixth Class

VERITAS

The dominant term is “Alive-O”. 

The title page conveys that Alive-O is a religion programme, but does not specify which religion (unless one interprets the title as a Programme about ‘Alive-O Religion’).

The term “Alive-O” features in the chorus of the popular traditional Dublin folk-song, known as ‘Molly Malone’ or ‘Cockles and Mussels’. The song is basically secular, though it does have a vaguely spiritual element (‘Her ghost wheels her barrow’), which is not specifically Catholic or Christian.

The only indication on the Title page that the programme has Catholic connections is the word ‘Veritas’. 

INTRODUCTORY NOTES ON THE FLY LEAF OF OVERVIEW

The Introductory Notes by the Administrator of the Alive-O project state that the purpose of the Overview booklet is to give a clear overview of the Alive-O Religion Programme Books 5-8. This is a commendable purpose.

The Introductory Notes state that the material in the booklet is organised and presented in accordance with the sections in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), and the General Directory for Catechesis (GDC); this is a commendable aim. The actual presentation format of this Overview largely follows the CCC, but with some significant differences – for further comments on presentation structure, see below. 

While the presentation structure of the Overview largely follows that of the CCC, the Introductory Notes do not actually claim that either the Alive-O programme, or the Overview itself, comply with the Church’s requirements, which are perfect harmony with the CCC and due consideration for the norms and criteria contained in the GDC (GDC 284).

The Introductory Notes do not claim that the Alive-O programme complies with another of the Church’s requirements, which is that the programme should (as it is issued by an Episcopal Conference) have received pre-publication approval of the Vatican’s Congregation for the Clergy on behalf of the Holy See (GDC 282, 285).

The Alive-O programme is the responsibility of the Bishops of Ireland acting through the Episcopal Commission for Catechetics of the National Episcopal Conference. It would have been helpful to have an Introduction to the Overview by a Bishop speaking on behalf of the National Conference.

Among the most important elements of any programme in any sphere are the programme’s Aims and Objectives. The CCC deals with the aims of catechesis in general (CCC 4-7) and with its own specific aims (CCC 11-12). The GDC addresses the aims of Catholic catechesis more extensively (GDC 23,26,39,80,82,111). It would have been helpful if the Overview had included the Aims and Objectives of the Alive-O Religion programme. 

3. STRUCTURE OF OVERVIEW 

COMPARISON WITH STRUCTURE OF CCC

The sections and sub-sections of the Overview are given below in comparison with the main headings & themes in the CCC. The listing below shows that the Overview largely follows the structure of the CCC, but there are some differences, which are high-lighted in bold.

 CCC MAIN HEADINGS / THEMES

ALIVE-O OVERVIEW SECTIONS & SUB-SECTIONS

Profession of Faith 



Promoting Knowledge of the Faith

Revelation 




The Blessed Trinity

God the Father




God the Father / God

Creation and Fall

Jesus 





Jesus, God the Son / Son of God

Mary and the Saints



Mary

The Holy Spirit




The Holy Spirit

The Church




The Church

Last Things (Eschatology)

Celebration of the Christian Mystery

Celebration of the Christian Mystery

Liturgy





Liturgy

The Sacraments (Initiation, Healing, 

Sacraments of Initiation


& Service of Communion)

Sacraments of Healing







Sacraments at Service of Communion

Life in Christ




Life in Christ

Man’s Vocation: Life in the Spirit


The Human Person

- Dignity of Human Person

The Communion of Persons

- The Human Community

The Human Community

- God’s Salvation: Law & Grace
The Law of Love







The Moral Life

The Ten Commandments

Christian Prayer




Christian Prayer

Prayer in the Christian Life


Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer: ‘Our Father’







The Sacred Scriptures






The Sacred Scriptures

SOME GENERAL COMMENTS ON OVERVIEW STRUCTURE

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The equivalent section in the Overview is titled, Promoting Knowledge of the Faith. The CCC has clear statements of the Faith of the Church – the Deposit of Faith – which involves development of the Apostles’ Creed. The Overview’s title may at first sight seem equivalent to the CCC section title, but actually falls far short of it. ‘Promoting knowledge’ is tentative, vague and partial, in comparison with an unambiguous ‘profession’ of faith.

The explicit foundation and structure of the CCC’s Profession of Faith is the Apostles’ Creed. The Overview’s section ‘Promoting Knowledge of the Faith’ does not even mention the Apostles’ Creed. The only place the Apostles’ Creed appears in the Overview is in the section on ‘Christian Prayer’, where the Apostles’ Creed is listed, without receiving any particular prominence or importance, in the middle of 58 prayers, about half of which are written by the Alive-O programme itself. The Overview therefore does include the Apostles’ Creed, but in a way which de-emphasises its importance as a statement of Faith.     

Revelation

The CCC treats of Revelation up-front, prior to presenting the Profession of the Christian Faith structured on the Creeds. The CCC approach is logical, because our faith is based on Revelation. The CCC shows clearly that Revelation is made up of Scripture and Tradition, and that the Church’s magisterium has an essential role – in the teaching of the Catholic Church, Scripture, Tradition and Magisterium are complementary and inseparable.

The Alive-O Overview’s equivalent section is titled simply, “The Sacred Scriptures”. This is more in harmony with a Protestant principle of sola scriptura (scripture alone), rather than with the Catholic understanding of divine revelation. 

The CCC puts Divine Revelation up front, giving it prominence and indicating clearly that Revelation is the source and foundation for all that follows. The Alive-O Overview puts Scripture at the end, which tends to diminish its importance and significance.

Significant CCC themes in ‘Profession of Faith’, which are not high-lighted in the Overview

There are some significant themes in the CCC presentation of the faith based on the Creed – themes generally emphasised in good Catholic catechetical programmes – but which are de-emphasised in the Overview by not giving them a separate heading. These elements are:

· The Blessed Trinity

· Creation and Fall

· The Last Things

CELEBRATION OF THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERY

In this section, which addresses liturgy and sacraments, the Overview follows closely the structure of the CCC.

LIFE IN CHRIST

This is Part Three of the CCC, which has two sections: Section One, Man’s Vocation: Life in the Spirit, and Section Two, The Ten Commandments. 

The Overview presents five sub-sections, which do not correspond directly with the CCC Part Three – the relationship between the Overview and the CCC is covered in detail in item no. 19 in the Tables below. A significant difference in the Overview is the absence of a sub-section on the Ten Commandments, equivalent to CCC Part 3, Sect 2 (in which the CCC devotes 100 pages to the Decalogue). The Overview briefly addresses the Ten Commandments as a topic in its sub-section on ‘The Law of Love’, which greatly diminishes the importance of the Ten Commandments relative to the CCC.  
CHRISTIAN PRAYER

CCC Part Four on Christian Prayer has two sections. Section One is ‘Prayer in the Christian Life’, and Section Two is ‘The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father’. 

The Overview’s section on ‘Christian Prayer’ corresponds with CCC Section One. 

The Overview differs from the CCC structure by omitting a separate sub-section on The Lord’s Prayer: ‘Our Father’, thereby diminishing the importance of the Lord’s Prayer relative to the importance given in the CCC.  

OTHER STRUCTURAL FORMS CALLED FOR IN THE GDC

The GDC recommends a structure of the four pillars of the CCC. The Overview largely follows this structure (exceptions noted above), which is good.

The GDC also recommends that the structure should bring out salvation history, and should be both Christo-centric and Trinitarian. 

The Overview structure lacks a sense of salvation history. “The history of salvation, recounting the ‘marvels of God’ (mirabilia Dei), what He has done, continues to do and will do in the future for us, is organized in reference to Jesus Christ, the ‘centre of salvation history’. The preparation for the Gospel in the Old Testament, the fullness of Revelation in Jesus Christ, and the time of the Church, provide the structure of all salvation history of which creation and eschatology are its beginning and its end” (GDC 115). The Overview de-emphasises Creation and Eschatology by not allocating them separate sub-sections, and their treatment is weak, e.g. omission of the Fall and original sin. “Catechesis on creation is of major importance. It concerns the very foundations of human and Christian life” (CCC 282).  “we cannot tamper with the revelation of original sin without undermining the mystery of Christ” (CCC 389). 

The Overview contains a Trinitarian structure, with sub-sections on God the Father / God, Jesus, God the Son / Son of God, and the Holy Spirit. A Trinitarian structure would have been reinforced with a sub-section on the Blessed Trinity itself. The Overview’s actual teaching on the Trinity is particularly weak, based as it is on its doctrinal statement - “God is the first person of the Blessed Trinity” -  which is radically contrary to authentic Christian faith.

The Overview could be considered Christo-centric, in that there is considerable amount of material on Jesus. However, the absence of clear Trinitarian and salvation history structures inevitably diminishes the understanding of Jesus’ nature and role, and the Overview’s presentation of Jesus’ redemptive mission is weak. “In the light of faith the world appears at once ‘created and sustained by the love of the Creator, which has been freed from the slavery of sin by Christ, who was crucified and rose’. The Christian knows that every human event—indeed all reality—is marked by the creative activity of God which communicates goodness to all beings; the power of sin which limits and numbs man; and the dynamism which bursts forth from the Resurrection of Christ, the seed renewing believers is the hope of a definitive ‘fulfilment’. A world-view not incorporating these three elements cannot be authentically Christian (GDC 16).
OVERVIEW OF DOCTRINE AND ITS DEVELOPMENT – page 1 in Overview

This page shows the detailed structure for presentation of doctrine and its development in the Overview. 

This involves first a brief ‘Key Doctrinal Statement’, followed by a ‘Development of Doctrine’ section comprising several statements drawn from magisterial sources, mostly the CCC. 

Then there is a section called ‘Focus’ which aims to present core teaching and learning emphases. The ‘Development of Doctrine’ and ‘Focus’ sections deal with context and orientation.

Finally there is the detailed presentation of doctrinal points linked to the lessons where they are dealt with in each of the Alive-O Books 5 through 8. This is the most important part of the Overview, because it aims to present what is actually in the programme. It would have been helpful if each of the detailed points had been referenced to the relevant paragraph(s) in the CCC.

The presentation structure as outlined on page 1 is reasonable and facilitates a clear overview of the content of the Alive-O programme. However, as the ‘Development of Doctrine’ and ‘Focus’ sections deal with context and orientation, they could be largely aspirational. Therefore, the greatest attention should be given to the detailed points in the Overview which cover what is actually in Books 5-8 of the Alive-O programme and are referenced to specific lessons (designated by the abbreviation ‘OV’ in the Tables below of this Analysis).

There is a keynote quotation at the top of page 1. The quote is taken from CCC 25 and appeared first in the Preface to the Roman Catechism.  The quote says that all doctrine and its teaching must be directed to the love that never ends – a vital principle for all involved in catechesis / religious education. 

However, this CCC 25 quotation on its own lacks certain dimensions as a keynote quote for a catechetical programme, because the principle it presents, though vital, is not specific to catechesis – every aspect and dimension of the Christian life must be oriented towards love. The quote comes from the final word of the Prologue of the CCC, and its significance for catechesis derives from the context of the entire Prologue. There is much in the earlier part of the Prologue (CCC 1-7) that is specific to catechesis that would have served better as source of a keynote quote. (There is also a wealth of material in the GDC from which a more satisfactory keynote quotation could be drawn, a quote that would be specific to catechesis). 

There is a danger that the Overview keynote quotation, separated from the rest of the CCC Prologue, could be taken to mean that all that is needed in a catechetical / religious education is to speak of love. The correct position, as given in the CCC Prologue as a whole, is that the most loving way to conduct catechesis is to hand on the Deposit of the Church’s Faith in all its fullness, richness, depth and integrity. 

Under the heading of Focus there is reference to “other sources of religious education, such as the life experience of the student, the scriptures, the liturgy and the life of the Church”. There are some potential problems in this statement. There is a danger of down-grading the importance of scripture, because the CCC says that Divine Revelation (which includes Scripture) is THE source of catechesis, not just one “other source”. There is potential for misunderstanding in describing “the life experience of the student” as a source of religious education, particularly in the same sentence as a reference to scripture – there is the danger that the student’s life experience is seen as comparable to scripture as a source of religious education. Life experience has a vital role in catechesis, as brought out very well in the GDC, but the emphasis is on “interpreting and illuminating experience with the data of faith” (GDC 153), rather than on seeing the experience of the student as a source of catechesis. 

VISUAL AIDS

The final section in the Overview, ‘Visual Aids’, is introduced by a well chosen quotation from Evangelii Nuntiandi, 45. This section gives a useful summary of the topics covered in the videos for each year of the Alive-O programme, and relates those topics to the relevant lessons in each of the Books. This is a very helpful guide to the videos.

4. ANALYSIS DETAILS

PRESENTATION OF ANALYSIS

The detailed analysis of the Overview of Alive-O Books 5-8 is presented in tabular form below. The Tables are structured in accordance with the structure of the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), with a final table addressing ‘Pedagogical Aspects’ in comparison with the General Directory for Catechesis (GDC), which is the Church’s principal reference in relation to the ‘pedagogy’ of the Faith. The analysis is presented relative to Evaluative Points of Reference, which have been prepared by the author of this analysis. These Points of Reference are presented as key elements which should be addressed in a Catholic catechetical programme for primary school students. The Evaluative Points of Reference are founded on the CCC and GDC, and draw on the US Bishops’ Protocol for assessing catechetical materials for conformance with the CCC, on a number of first-rate primary school programmes from other countries and on the author’s own researches and experience in giving religious education to primary school age children. 

The tabular analysis uses Abbreviations of the Overview’s terms as follows:

SST 
Sub-section title

DD
Development of Doctrine

F
Focus

OV
detailed points in the overview of each sub-section   (these are presented in bold type, to indicate their importance, because these are the items 

                                      that are actually in the Alive-O Programme). 

	Evaluative Points of Reference for a Catholic catechetical programme for Primary Schools

with relevant Catechism of the Catholic Church refs in brackets.
	Key points in Overview of Alive-O Books 5-8

with Comments in italics added by the author of this Analysis.

	1 Revelation
	Comment: The Overview does not have a sub-section on ‘Revelation’, but does have one on ‘The Sacred Scriptures’, (Overview pages 39-43). There is much good material in the Overview but also significant gaps: on truth of Revelation, on relationship of Old Testament to Christ, on Sacred Tradition and role of Church’s magisterium. Omission of Tradition and the magisterium yields an approach closer to the Protestant principle of ‘sola scriptura’ (scripture alone) than to the Catholic understanding of divine revelation.

The Overview misses the opportunity to bring out the salvation history structure of Scripture.

In the vitally important ‘OV’ section there are an impressively large number of Scripture passages listed as part of the programme, but not much by way of explanation about Scripture.   

	1.1 The existence of the one true God can be known with certainty through human reason, by seeing his creation of the physical world and human beings(31-38, 46, 47)
	Comment: In these times of religious pluralism and growing agnosticism / atheism, it would be good for young people leaving primary school to know that religious faith, belief in God, is more reasonable and logical than unbelief, or belief only in material things. 

	1.2 The Bible (Scripture) is God’s book and teaches us about God and his love for us. The writers of the Bible were inspired by the Holy Spirit, so we know the Bible is true. (105-108, 136).


	SST ‘The Sacred Scriptures’ & DD p39 – Church finds nourishment and strength in Sacred Scripture, which she welcomes, not as human word, but as word of God. Father comes lovingly to meet his children. (CCC 104).

F p39 – Bible is word of God, & God present in the Word. Treat Bible with reverence and respect.

OV p40 – Scriptures are inspired word of God.

Comment: Much good material here. However, people, especially children, need clear and specific teaching, i.e. to say with the Church that the Bible is true, because it was inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

	1.3 God chose to reveal himself to us. He spoke to our first parents, to Noah, and to Abraham, and he revealed his law through Moses. The Old Testament records how God spoke to the people of Israel through the prophets, before the time of Christ. The Old Testament also tells of the coming of Christ. (56-64, 70-72, 122)


	DD p39 – Old Testament indispensable part of Scripture, divinely inspired and of permanent value for Old Covenant not revoked. (CCC 121).

Comment: Good quotation on Old Testament 

OV p3 – God made covenants with Abraham & Sarah, with Moses & people. God always faithful to his covenants.

Comment: Very good to include the covenants. Not good to omit Covenant with David, which is of great significance in relation to Jesus.  
F p39 – Bible stories before time of Jesus tell of God’s chosen people. Stories after Jesus’ time tell Good News of Jesus Christ.

Comment: Not adequate. All of the Bible tells of Jesus Christ; the Old Testament foretells of Coming of Christ. Opportunity missed to develop salvation history as presented in Scripture.  

	1.4 God has revealed himself fully by sending his own Son, Jesus. The New Testament centres on Jesus: his acts, teachings, passion and glorification, and his Church’s beginnings under the Spirit’s guidance. The four Gospels have a special place because Christ Jesus is their centre. (65-66, 73, 124-125)
	DD p39 – The Word of God, which is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith, is set forth and displays its power in a most wonderful way in the writings of the New Testament. (CCC 124). 

DD p39 – The four Gospels occupy a central place because Jesus is their centre. (CCC 124). 

F p39 – Stories after Jesus’ time tell Good News of Jesus Christ. Gospels principal witness of life and teachings of Jesus. 

OV p40 – Scriptures witness to life and teachings of Jesus in the four Gospels; 

Comment: Good to focus attention on the Gospels.

OV p40 – Scriptures witness to faith of early Church in Acts of Apostles.

Comment: Acts tells of the birth and spread of the Church, in response to Jesus’ command and promise, and in the power of the Holy Spirit. Caution about simply referring to ‘faith of early Church’, because of the false notions that the Church was the creation of the faith of the Apostles, not the plan of Jesus, and that there is a distinction between ‘the historical Jesus’ and ‘the Jesus of faith’.



	1.5 The Church accepts as inspired the 46 books of the Old Testament and the 27 books of the New Testament. (138-139) 
	OV p40 – Scriptures comprise Old & New Testaments; 73 books. Written in Hebrew and Greek. 

OV p40 – 167 Scripture references (34 Old Testament, 120 Gospels, 13 other New Testament) with places in Alive-O programme where these Scriptures are dealt with.

Comment: Commendably substantial use of Scripture in the programme.

	1.6 Sacred Tradition is what Christ entrusted to the apostles, which has been guarded carefully and handed on by the Church. (96)
	

	1.7 Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture are together the Word of God, and are taught to us by the Church, who has sole authority to interpret the Word of God. (97, 100)


	DD p39 – Both sacred tradition and sacred scripture are to be accepted and venerated with same sense of devotion and reverence. (Dei Verbum, 9). 

Comment: Good quote from DV. However, falls short of an explanation of what Tradition is and how it relates to other aspects. Vital role of Church’s magisterium omitted, which could have been included in other quotes from DV. 

	2 The Trinity and God the Father 
	SST p2 – title of the sub-section is ‘God the Father’. The title for the ‘OV’ items on p3-4 is ‘God is presented as the One’

Comment: There is considerable confusion caused in this Overview sub-section by the lack of distinction between ‘God’ and ‘God the Father’. ‘God the Father’ and ‘God’ appear as virtually synonymous. This problem is exacerbated by the absence of a clear presentations on the Trinity, and on the Fatherhood of God.

Most of the items in the ‘OV’ part are things that God has done or is doing, and so are addressed in this Analysis under other sub-sections. This part of the Analysis deals only with those aspects of the Overview concerning the nature of God.

F p2 & OV p3 – God is the first person of the Blessed Trinity.  

Comment: If God is the first person of the Trinity, and there is only one God, then the other persons of the Trinity are not God. Therefore, this statement is radically contrary to authentic Christian faith.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) tells us that the Trinity is the most important truth of Christian faith, the foundation on which all other truths of the Faith are built in the ‘hierarchy of truths’ (CCC 234). If the foundation is faulty, then the whole building will be shaky, and instead of a ‘hierarchy of truths’ we can expect a ‘hierarchy of errors’. This is the case with this Overview. Along with much good material we find significant errors, mostly by omissions or imbalances, in relation to: Jesus Christ; the Holy Spirit; creation & Fall; salvation; angels & the immortal soul; grace; the last things; sacraments; priesthood; liturgy; the Christian moral life; prayer. 

	2.1 There is only one true God. (228) 
	F p2 – God is one.  OV p4 – God is one and only; no other gods.

Comment: Good.

	2.2 God is pure spirit, he has no body. God is eternal; he is, always was and always will be. God is infinite and all-perfect; he knows all things, is present everywhere and can do all things. God is Goodness, Truth and Love.(231)
	SST ‘God the Father’ p2 – God is first & last, beginning & end of everything.   OV p3 – God is with us in past, present and future.
Comment: Weak & unclear presentation of God’s eternal nature. His omnipotent and transcendent character omitted. 

	2.3 God is one but also three. The three persons in God are God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. This is called the Blessed Trinity, the central mystery of our faith, which we can know but can never fully understand. (230)
	DD p2 – Trinity is central mystery of the faith.   Comment: good.

F p2 & OV p4 – God is one but not solitary - the divine unity is triune.   Comment: This statement is true, but an inadequate presentation of the mystery of the Blessed Trinity; it is open to many non-authentic interpretations of the Trinity, e.g. three different ways in which God acts (Modalism).

	2.4 The Trinity does not mean that there are three different Gods, but one God in three persons, each of whom is fully God. The Sign of the Cross and the Glory Be are prayers to the Trinity. (253-256).
	

	2.5 The divine persons of the Trinity always work together in everything. But we can understand especially that God the Father is Creator, Jesus God the Son is our Redeemer and the Holy Spirit is our Sanctifier. (240, 267, 316)
	DD p2 – Father is Creator, Son is Redeemer, Spirit is Sanctifier.

Comment: This statement is fine, but only in the context of comprehensive presentation on the Trinity, which presentation is absent from this Overview. 

	2.6 By calling God Father we accept that he created everything and we are his children. He asks us to love him as our Father who loves us with a perfect love. (239)
	DD p2 – God causes us to be born into new life by adopting us as children (CCC 2782). 

Comment: The Overview makes a change and a key omission in its quotation from CCC 2782. The CCC says “Father”, not “God”. The Overview omits what the CCC stresses several times, which is that it is in Christ that we are adopted as children of the Father.

OV p3 – God understood as loving father and mother.   

Comment: This is the only teaching in the Overview which addresses God as Father. By giving equal balance to God as mother the identity of God as Father is confused and obfuscated, exacerbated by the way the Overview tends to treat ‘God the Father’ and ‘God’ as synonyms. God is pure spirit (not referred to in the Overview) and is therefore neither male nor female. It is reasonable to see both masculine and feminine dimensions to God’s nature (CCC 239). However, God was first revealed strongly as Father in the Old Testament (there are also a few instances where God is identified with his Chosen People, personified in Jerusalem, which is imaged as mother) and then in the New Testament (and Sacred Tradition) Jesus and the Holy Spirit reveal ‘God the Father’ as the first person of the Trinity – Jesus spoke very many times of his Father, never his Mother. So the Overview fails to present the clear image of God the Father as seen in Scripture and the teaching of the Church.

OV p4 – we are called to love God with heart, soul and strength.    Comment: good. 

	3 Creation 
	Comment: There is not a sub-section in the Overview dealing with Creation. The CCC deals with creation in its Part 1, dealing with the Profession of Faith structured on the Apostles’ Creed. The Overview refers briefly to creation in the sub-section on ‘God the Father’, but then locates much of its material on creation in its sub-sections on ‘The Human Person’ (pages 26-27) and ‘The Human Community’ (page 30), which are part of Life in Christ – Christian Morality.

DD p30 – Creation is foundation of all God’s saving plans, the beginning of the history of salvation that culminates in Christ. (CCC 280).

Comment: Excellent quote, but not reflected in Overview, which is weak on creation and salvation history. “Catechesis on creation is of major importance. It concerns the very foundations of human and Christian life” (CCC 282). The importance that the CCC gives to catechesis on creation is not reflected in the Overview.

The Overview includes only the material creation, but falls short of an authentic Christian understanding of creation by omitting God’s unseen creation – the angels, the human soul, heaven. 

	3.1 God alone created the whole universe and everything in it, out of nothing, to show his love. God created everything good. (296, 315, 317). Include story of creation as presented in Book of Genesis.   
	DD p2 – God made the world to show his love.    OV p3 – God created the earth and everything in it. 



	3.2 God keeps all creation in existence through his love. (320-321) 
	F p2 – God is ever present in creation.   OV p3 – God sustains creation in existence.



	3.3 Angels are created by God; angels are spiritual beings without bodies, with intellect and free will. Angels praise and serve God and serve human beings too. God has given everyone a personal guardian angel. (328-336, 350-352) 
	

	3.4 God created heaven, which is his own ‘place’, where the saints and angels live. (326).
	

	3.5 God created all creatures with their own particular goodness. There is a certain interdependence and solidarity among all God’s creatures, but all material creatures were created for the good of the human race. We should take care of the world and its resources. (340-344, 353, 358) 
	DD p30 – Creatures exist in dependence on each other, ……. in service of each other. (CCC 340)

F p30 – take care of gift of God’s creation, for ourselves and generations to come; resources of earth are common heritage, to benefit all peoples of the world.

	3.6 Man is the highest of God’s creation, created in the image of God. We are created to know, love and serve God in this life and be happy with him forever in the next. (381, 1721) 
	F p26 – Human person is ultimate expression of God’s creation.

F p26 – created to know and enter into loving relationship with God; we become more fully human in relationship with others. 

Comment: This statement is mainly ‘horizontal’ but is weak on the eternal spiritual nature of the human person.

	3.7 Man is made of body and soul. The spiritual and immortal soul is created immediately by God. We have free will and can choose to love God and do good. We should take care of our bodies and souls. ((354, 364, 382, 1705, 1711) 
	OV p27 – Human person is part of creation, sign of God’s love and care; capacity to reflect God in unique way; possessing good qualities; capacity to love and be loved; created to grow in love of self and others; mind to learn and body to grow; not being fulfilled in egocentric world; with feelings and emotions; growing morally through relationships with others.

Comment: These statements are valid, but are entirely ‘horizontal’, omitting that human beings are spiritual as well as material, thereby failing to give an authentic Christian perspective. 

	3.8 Each person is created unique and different from one another; each special in the eyes of God. (356-357).
	F p26 – each person a unique sign of God’s creation; with unique gifts and talents.

	3.9 From the beginning God created human beings male and female, with equal dignity and worth, equally reflecting the image of God. God created human beings to live in families, where family members love and care for each other. (383, 2204-2208)
	DD p26 – Partnership of man & woman is first form of communion between persons. (GS 12). 

OV p27 – created male and female; God desires growth in wholeness as sexual beings. 

Comment: “Growth in wholeness as sexual beings” is popular secular terminology, which gives no hint of the Christian vision of sexuality (expressed so well in Pope John Paul II’s ‘Theology of the Body’). Not good to omit Church’s teaching on marriage and family, which is so important in contemporary secular culture which is so opposed to marriage and the family based on marriage.

	4 The Fall
	Comment: The Overview does not have a sub-section dealing with the Fall, of angels or of human beings. There is only one reference to the Fall (of human beings) but without an adequate explanation of the nature of the Fall and its meaning and consequences. Neither creation of our first parents nor Original Sin are mentioned anywhere in the Overview. 

The CCC places the utmost importance on original sin. “The Church, which has the mind of Christ, knows very well that we cannot tamper with the revelation of original sin without undermining the mystery of Christ” (CCC 389). Therefore, by omitting original sin, the Overview must fail to present an authentic Christian understanding of the mystery of Christ.  



	4.1 Some of the angels rebelled against God, and were driven out of heaven into hell. The fallen angels are called devils; their leader is Satan. They tempt man to reject God and sin, but their power is limited. (391-395, 414)
	

	4.2 Our first parents, Adam and Eve, were created good and without sin. But tempted by Satan or ‘the devil’, they disobeyed God and lost their original holiness. This event is called ‘The Fall’ and the first sin is called ‘Original Sin’. (396-399, 415, 1707) Include story of the Fall from the Book of Genesis.
	OV p4 – despite the Fall, God sent his only Son to be our redeemer. 

Comment: This is the only reference in the Overview to the Fall. There is no description of the Fall or explanation of the meaning and consequences of the Fall. The word “despite” above is not correct; it was ‘because of’ the Fall that God needed to send a redeemer. 

	4.3 Original Sin is transmitted from Adam and Eve to every human being. (416-417, 419) 
	

	4.4 As a result of original sin, human nature is weakened, with a selfish attraction to sin; we suffer pain and ignorance and will one day die. (405-409, 418, 1714 ) 
	

	4.5 After the Fall God did not abandon the human race, but promised to send a Saviour, who is Jesus Christ. Baptism erases original sin through the power of Christ’s saving death. Baptism turns us back to God but we are still inclined to sin and need the help of God’s grace. (405, 410) 
	

	5 God the Son, Jesus Christ
	Comment: Much good material on Jesus in the Overview, but there are also fundamental omissions: of Jesus as God as well as man, as Saviour from sin, as judge at the Second Coming. These omissions result in the Overview undermining the mystery of Christ and presenting Jesus as a great and godly man, but somehow less than God, which is contrary to authentic Christian faith.  

	5.1 Jesus is God the Son, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity. Jesus is the only Son of God the Father; he is God himself. A human being may be called a ‘son of God’, but this is an adoptive sonship, quite different to Jesus. (441, 454) 
	SST p5 – the title of this sub-section is “Jesus, God the Son”.     

Comment: The sub-section title is in harmony with a correct statement of the Persons of the Trinity. However, this is the only place in the sub-section that the Overview uses the term ‘God the Son’; subsequently the Overview refers to Jesus as ‘Son of God’, or other titles (see below).

DD p.5 – Word became flesh so we might know God’s love. (CCC 458)

OV p6 – heading of ‘OV’ part is “Jesus, Son of God”.

OV p6 – Jesus is Son of God, Word of God made flesh, shows us the Father, image of unseen God, the Way, Truth & Life, the Living Word, the second person of the Blessed Trinity, is Immanuel: God with us, is close with God, is more than a prophet, shows what God is like.                   

Comment: There are many good statements here, but they use symbolic language, but what is lacking is clear teaching that Jesus is God, a Divine Person of the Trinity, equal with the Father and Holy Spirit, that Jesus is both God and man. The meaning of the symbolic language that is quoted by the Overview only comes clear in the context of straightforward teaching on the Trinity, and such teaching is not to be found in the Overview. With the Overview stating that ‘God is the first person of the Trinity’, it follows that Jesus is presented as a special person, blessed by God in great measure but nevertheless in some way less than God, which is contrary to authentic Christian faith. 

	5.2 The name Jesus means "God saves", which expresses both Jesus’ identity and his mission. The title "Christ" means "Anointed One" or ‘Messiah’, the one promised by God to redeem His people. (430, 452, 453) 
	

	5.3 Include stories from the Old Testament, showing how God prepared the people for the coming of Jesus the Messiah, who would redeem the world from sin. 
	OV p3 – God sent Moses to free Israel from slavery, & gave them the Ten Commandments. OV p6 – Jesus awaited by Old Testament prophets, and whose coming prepared for in OT.

 Comment: Awaiting Jesus is good, but explanation lacking on why Jesus was awaited and on significance of Jesus as Messiah.

	5.4 When we say Jesus is our  "Lord", we mean that we believe in his divinity.(455) 
	

	5.5 Jesus Christ, only Son of God, became incarnate in the womb of the virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit, when Mary consented to the angel’s message – the Annunciation; Jesus was born in Bethlehem. (479)
	F p5 – Jesus was born.      OV p3 – God sent an angel to Mary & Joseph. 

OV p6 – Jesus is born in Bethlehem, and son of Mary; Joseph his foster-father.

Comment: Power of Holy Spirit omitted and Mary’s virginity omitted, leaving open the possibility that Jesus was only human, not both divine and human.

	5.6 Jesus is the Word of God, the Word made flesh. Jesus is true God and true man, and for this reason he is the only one who can reconcile God to man, who could be our Saviour. (480)  
	DD p2 – Christ, Son of God made man, is Father’s one perfect and unsurpassable word. (CCC 65).                  

DD p5 – The Word became flesh; Jesus is the Son of God made man.  .

OV p6 – Jesus is Word of God made flesh.        

Comment: These statements are all very good. However, they all use somewhat symbolic language, and miss out on the simple statement that Jesus is true God and true man.(See also 5.1 above). Also significance of this for Jesus’ salvific mission is omitted.

	5.7 Jesus loves us and taught us about God, through his whole life: his words and deeds, his miracles and healings (which showed his divine powers) (561)
	DD p5 – Whole of Christ’s life was continual teaching: ……….. (Catechesi Tradendae 9) 

DD p28 – ‘I called you friends, for I have told you all I have heard from my Father. (Jn.15:15)

Comment: Excellent quotes; very appropriate. 

OV p6&7 – many relevant stories and events from life of Jesus, incl.: baptism by John, prayer in wilderness, proclamation of Kingdom of God, cure of centurion’s servant, calming of storm, opposition of scribes and Pharisees, care for poor, gave followers commandment of love, told of God’s love and forgiveness, entry to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, had last meal with friends, washed apostles’ feet, et al,

Comment: Many events of Jesus’ life presented, which is good. Tend to bring out Jesus’ love, holiness and gifts, but not his divinity and salvific mission.

	5.8 Include significant stories and events from the Gospels about Jesus life and ministry
	(see 5.7 above),


	5.9 Jesus loves us and calls us to follow him, to love him, have faith in him and to live like him. Jesus is our Good Shepherd, who gave his life for his sheep; he is with us at all times. (562, 754)


	DD p5 – Catechesis aims at putting people in communion with Jesus Christ (CCC 426)

F p5 – Jesus calls us to be his followers.   

OV p6 – Jesus is with us in our troubles. 

OV p8 – Jesus calls people to follow him and to have faith in him, to love him and serve him in the world.

Comment: Good.



	5.10 Jesus, Mary and Joseph (Jesus’ foster-father) are the Holy Family; by his obedience to Joseph and Mary, and his humble service in Nazareth, Jesus gives an example of holiness in daily life of family and work. (564)
	OV p6 – Mary is Jesus mother, Joseph his foster-father.

Comment: Opportunity missed to use the Holy Family, and Jesus’ membership of that family, as the model to teach about family and children’s role in the family.

	5.11 God loves us so much that he sent Jesus to be our Saviour. Through his freely offered sacrificial death on the cross won redemption from sin for all mankind. (620-21, 629) 

  
	F p2 – God sent his Son Jesus as our Redeemer.        DD p5 – Jesus accepted sacrifice of the cross for the redemption of the world (part of quotation from Catechesi Tradendae 9)          OV p4 – despite the Fall, God sent his only Son to be our redeemer. 

Comment: Good, as far as it goes, but these statements lack meaning in the absence of explanation as to what is a redeemer, from what we needed to be redeemed, and what was the Fall. The Overview lacks these explanations, (and there is no mention at all of original sin), so is deficient in presentation of Jesus’ salvific mission. A proper understanding of Jesus as Saviour is essential for authentic Christianity. 

OV p3 – God sent Jesus to show how much he loves us.   DD p5 – Word became flesh so we might know God’s love.        

Comment: Good, but development needed to bring out the ultimate expression of God’s love and Jesus’ mission is our redemption from sin through Jesus’ death and resurrection.

DD p5 – Jesus redeemed us from all iniquity, Titus 2:14.        

Comment: This Scripture quote uses a broad term, “iniquity”; this could be understood as evil in an impersonal sense. However, the Church is clear that Jesus’ redemption was from personal sin. The CCC references Tit.2:14 in article 802 dealing with the Church. In the sections dealing with Christ’s redemptive death, the CCC uses other Scripture quotes which are explicit in saying that we are redeemed from personal sin; such Scripture quotes include 1Cor.15:3; 1Jn.4:10; 2Cor.5:19; Mt.20:28; 1Pet.1:8. By choosing Tit.2:14 the Overview is leaving open an understanding of Christ’s redemption which is different to that of the Church.

OV p7 – Jesus died on the cross for us; revealed the new and eternal covenant by his cross and resurrection.            

Comment: These statements are true, but do not express the essential nature of Christ’s death to redeem mankind from sin. It is not enough to say that Jesus died for us; millions of people have given their lives for others. Jesus is the one and only person whose death could, and did, save mankind from original sin and all ensuing personal sins, bringing salvation / redemption, so that we could experience eternal life in heaven. 

	5.12  Jesus truly rose from the dead by the power of the Holy Trinity; Jesus’ resurrection is the source of our hope for our own resurrection and life forever with God in heaven. We celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus at Easter-time. (638-658) 
	F p2 & OV p3 – God raised Jesus to new life;  OV p7 – Jesus raised from death by God the Father.       

Comment: Jesus resurrection was by the power of the Trinity, so it should be stated that Jesus rose by his own power, not just the power of the Father. If Jesus was passively raised from death by a power not his own, then he would be only a human being, like Lazarus, and his resurrection would not have power to give life to us.

DD p5 – Jesus Christ first to rise forever from death. He promised that we too would rise again. (CCC 655, 658).                   Comment: Good. 



	5.13 After his resurrection, Jesus ascended to heaven, to prepare a place for us.(665, 666) 


	F p5 – Jesus ascended into heaven; he wants us to live with him forever in heaven.

OV p7 – post- resurrection appearances: Upper Room, Galilee, road to Emmaus. Promise to ask Father to send Holy Spirit. Jesus taken up into heaven.

DD p30 – In fact Christ has been raised from the dead …….. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. (1Cor.15:20,22). 

Comment: Good, but needs to be preceded by clear teaching on Jesus as saviour / redeemer. 



	5.14 Jesus will come again at the end of time to judge the living and the dead. (681, 682)
	Comment: This is a significant omission, which undermines an authentic understanding of Jesus. See also 9. below on the Last Things.



	6 God the Holy Spirit
	SST ‘The Holy Spirit’ p9 – sending of Spirit reveals fullness of Trinity (CCC 244). 

Comment: The sub-section title and keynote quote from CCC 244 do not make explicit the most fundamental and essential truth about the Holy Spirit, i.e. that the Holy Spirit is God. This could easily have been achieved by a title, “God, the Holy Spirit”, and a quote from CCC 245 which expresses an authentic Christian understanding of the mystery of the Holy Spirit (such as stated in 6.1 below). 

There is much good material on the Holy Spirit in what follows in DD, F or OV; however, there is no explicit statement on the Holy Spirit as God, a divine Person of the Trinity, The Overview (particularly in the context of its earlier statement that God is the first person of the Trinity) conveys an impression of the Holy Spirit as some kind of ‘spirit’, presence or action of God, rather than a distinct Divine Person. The Overview therefore falls short of an authentic Christian presentation on the Holy Spirit.

	6.1 The Holy Spirit is God, the Third divine Person of the Most Holy Trinity, one and equal with the Father and  the Son, with whom the Spirit is worshipped and glorified. (245, 685, 689) 
	OV p10 – with God the Father and the Son, deserves our worship and praise; the third person of the Blessed Trinity.               

Comment: These statements are good in themselves, but need the context of a clear presentation on the Trinity, which is lacking in the Overview (see above). 

OV p10 – represented symbolically by fire, breath, wind and dove.

Comment: Good.

	6.2 The Holy Spirit is sent by the Father and the Son to give grace to all God’s people, to be with us until the end of time, and help us to know and love God, and to love one another. (689, 727, 738, 747). 
	OV p10 – sent by God the Father to the apostles …….    Comment: Church teaches that the Holy Spirit is sent by the Father and the Son.

OV p10 – inspired apostles and friends of Jesus; gives courage; helps us to live and love like Jesus; sanctifies human beings; nourishes us with God’s love and life; helps us to grow into image of Jesus.                    Comment: Good.

	6.3 Through the power of the Holy Spirit Mary became the mother of Jesus, the only Son of God. (721-726, 744) 


	OV p10 – whose action and energy are evident in Mary, the mother of God.

Comment: This statement is good, as far as it goes. But it falls short of an explicit statement of the faith of the Church that Jesus was conceived in Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit, and that Jesus is therefore divine as well as human (same limitation in 5.5 above). The addition of the title ‘mother of God’ is helpful, but does not go far enough to present the Church’s teaching clearly and unambiguously.  

	6.4 At Pentecost the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples to start the Church and to give her life. (731-732)


	DD p9 – Holy Spirit poured out at Pentecost (CCC 731). 

OV p10 – sent to apostles and friends on Pentecost Sunday; forms the Church; builds up the body of Christ; 

Comment: Good.

	6.5 The Holy Spirit inspired divine revelation, both Sacred Tradition and the Scriptures. (78, 80-82, 136, 688)  


	Comment: No reference to vital role of the Holy Spirit in inspiration of divine Revelation in Tradition and Scripture, neither here nor in section on Scripture in Overview p39-43. (See also Revelation in 1. above).

	6.6 Through the Church’s sacraments, Christ gives the Holy Spirit, especially in Baptism and Confirmation. (739, 1266, 1316) 
	DD p9 – all baptised into one body (1Cor.12:13); Holy Spirit works through sacraments; gives God’s life and love in Baptism & Confirmation. (CCC 739, 1316).  F p9 – aware of action of Spirit in Baptism, Confirmation and all sacraments.    

OV p10 – Spirit comes in Baptism, in Confirmation and in all seven sacraments.

Comment: Good.

	6.7 The gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit build up the Church and bring us close to God. (1830-1832).
	OV p10 – sevenfold gift bestowed at Confirmation; causes fruit of Spirit to grow in us.

	7 The Catholic Church
	SST ‘The Church’ – In her whole being and members, Church sent to announce, bear witness, make present & spread mystery of Communion of Holy Trinity. (CCC 738). 

Comment: Good quote for this sub-section on the Church. 

Many of the items in this sub-section relate better to other sub-sections of the Overview (including Jesus, the Holy Spirit, Liturgy, Sacraments, Prayer, Life in Christ, and Last Things) where they are addressed in this Analysis.

There is much good material in this sub-section of the Overview, but also significant omissions. The Overview tends to treat the term ‘Church’ as meaning all baptised Christians, and lacks meaningful material about the Catholic Church. Therefore the presentation on the Church could not be considered as authentically Catholic.     

	7.1 The Church is God’s special family that he calls together from all over the world to form the People of God. (777, 804) 
	DD p11 – Church is convocation of People of God to form the Body of Christ (CCC 777)

DD p28 – Church is home and family for everyone, especially those who ‘labour and are heavy laden’. (FC 85).

Comment: Appropriate quotations for context and background. 

	7.2 We become members of the Church through Baptism, we proclaim her faith and accept her authority. (804) 
	OV p12 – Church believes in Christ’s resurrection and receives members into the Church through Baptism. 

Comment: Reference to faith of Church should be more broadly stated, because it is wider than Christ’s resurrection. Acceptance of authority of the Church is a key requirement for membership in the Catholic Church; should not be omitted.

	7.3 The Church is the Body of Christ: Jesus established the Church and is her head, while we are the members. (805, 807) 
	DD p11 – Church is Body of Christ (CCC 777).     OV p12 – Church is Body of Christ, and sign and instrument of God’s presence in world.          Comment: Good.

F p11 – the Church is founded on Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. 

Comment: This statement is true enough, but it should be explicitly stated that the Church was founded by Jesus. The statement as written could be open to the erroneous interpretation that Jesus never intended to found the Church, but that the Church was the initiative of his followers after his death, resurrection, and ascension.

	7.4 The Holy Spirit initiated the Church at Pentecost, and now constantly guides and cares for the Church. (747, 767). Include stories of the beginnings of the Church from the Acts of the Apostles. 
	F p11 – Spirit inspires, renews and guides the Church.   OV p12 – Spirit inspires Church.

Comment: Good, but not good to omit reference to beginning of Church at Pentecost in the power of the Holy Spirit.

	7.5 The Church has a missionary responsibility, to preach the Gospel to the whole world, so that everyone will come to believe in Jesus. (849) 
	DD p11 – Church on earth is by her nature missionary. (Vat II, Ad Gentes, 2) 

F p11 – Christians called to participate in mission of Jesus.

OV p.7 – Jesus proclaimed by Church to the world.

Comment: Good statements on Church’s missionary nature, but should include the objective of bringing all human beings to faith in Jesus.

	7.6 The Church has the authority to interpret the Word of God in Scripture and Tradition and to teach on faith and morals.  (100, 889-892)
	

	7.7 The Church is one, holy, catholic and apostolic. (811)
	OV p12 – Church is universal and Catholic.

Comment: Good, but the other three marks of the Church (one, holy, apostolic) should also be included.

	7.8 We find the fullness of the one Church of Christ in the Catholic Church, governed by the Pope and bishops. (870) 
	

	7.9 Other Christians, who are not Catholics, but who are baptized and believe in Christ, are accepted as brothers and sisters in Christ. We pray that God will restore unity among all Christians. (820-822, 838) 
	OV p12 – Church reaches out to other Christian Churches in ecumenism.

Comment: Good, but statement could be fuller.

	7.10 The Pope is the bishop of Rome, successor of St Peter. He is head of the Church, the vicar of Christ. (937) 
	

	7.11 The Bishops succeed the apostles. Bishops have the task of teaching, guiding and sanctifying the Church in their dioceses.  (938, 939) 
	

	7.12 The Bishops are helped by priests, their co-workers, and by deacons. (888, 939)
	OV p13 – 39 items are listed under the heading, “Church buildings, structure, furnishings, practices, etc.”. Parish priest and Curate are included half-way down the list. 

Comment: The manner of presentation seriously diminishes the role and identity of priests. 

	7.13 Those not ordained are the lay people, who are called by their Baptism to be fully Christian in their personal, family, social, and church situations. (941, 942) 
	

	7.14 Our parish has its own special history and identity, and is part of our diocese and the universal Church (814)
	OV p13 – 39 items are listed under the heading, “Church buildings, structure, furnishings, practices, etc.”, including Parish Priest, Curate, Parish, Parish Council, parish newsletter, and Diocese. 

	7.15 Religious brothers and nuns, whose lives are specially consecrated to God, make vows  of poverty, chastity, and obedience. (944) 
	

	8 Mary and the Saints
	Comment: Much good material on Mary and the saints, though with some notable omissions, as listed below.

	8.1 God chose Mary to be mother of his Son, Jesus. From her conception, Mary was preserved from original sin (the Immaculate Conception) and she did not commit any personal sin throughout her life.(508) 
	OV p15 – feast of Immaculate Conception.

Comment: Good to note the feast, but explanation needed as to what the Immaculate Conception means; this omission tallies with Overview’s omission of original sin. 

	8.2 Mary is truly "Mother of God" since she is the mother of the eternal Son of God made man, who is God himself. (509) 
	DD p14 – Mary acknowledged as truly mother of God and of the redeemer. (CCC 963).

OV p15 – Mary became the mother of Jesus. Mary is mother of God’s Son, Jesus.  Through Mary the Word was made flesh.   (Feast of Mary, Mother of God, noted).

Comment: Vital ‘OV’ part pulls back from description of Mary as ‘Mother of God’ to describing her as ‘mother of Jesus’, and ‘mother of God’s Son’. ‘Word made flesh’ is symbolic language that needs explanation. This tallies with Overview’s lack of clarity on Jesus as God. 

	8.3 Mary gave her "yes" at the Annunciation by the Angel Gabriel and consented to be the Mother of God. (484, 973) 
	DD p14 – Mary’s obedience of faith. (CCC 494).              

OV p15 – Mary’s “yes” made possible God’s new covenant; she responded to God’s will to become mother of Jesus.   Mary’s “yes” to God remembered daily in Angelus.  Feast of Annunciation noted. 

	8.4 Mary became the mother of Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, of the house of David, was Jesus’ foster-father. Mary remained a Virgin throughout her life; she had no other children except Jesus. (485, 496-501).
	DD p14 – Mary given title of “Virgin”.   F p14 – Mary became mother of Jesus through power of God. 

Comment: ‘OV’ part (actual programme) should include Mary’s virginity. 



	8.5 The Most Blessed Virgin Mary, at the end of her life, was taken up body and soul into the glory of heaven (the Assumption). (974) 
	OV p15 – Mary’s “yes” to God celebrated as feast of Assumption. Comment: Good to note Feast of Assumption, but should be correctly explained. Description given for Assumption applies to Annunciation. 

	8.6 Mary’s example of a life of faith, obedience and love, in union with her Son Jesus, is a model and example for all members of the Church. (507, 964, 967-968)
	SST p14 – Mary most complete expression of human dignity & vocation. (MD5)                    DD p14 – Mary kept all these things in her heart (CCC 534).    She advanced in pilgrimage of faith with her Son to the cross. (LG 58).   

F p14 – Mary co-operated in God’s plan.

OV p15 – Mary loved God, stood at foot of cross, is a model for us to imitate. 

	8.7 Mary is also Mother of the Church and all members of the Church, because when he was dying on the cross Jesus gave his mother to his disciple with the words, “Behold your mother”. (964)
	DD p14 – mother of members of Christ (CCC 963).  Mother in order of grace. (LG 61).

OV p15 – Mary loves and protects us.

	8.8 Mary continues to work in the Church, leading us to Jesus. We celebrate her feastdays, ask her intercession, and honour her in prayer, especially the Magnificat, Hail Mary, the Rosary and the Angelus. (969-971, 975)  
	DD p14 – Church’s devotion to Mary (MC 56).  F p14 – Church honours her in prayer & worship; believers invited to grow in relationship with Mary.

OV p15 – celebrate Mary in Rosary and Angelus; she deserves our love and devotion.   Feasts of Mary noted: Immaculate Conception, Annunciation, Assumption, Mother of God, Mary’s Birthday, Our Lady of the Rosary, month of October.  

	8.9 All those in heaven are saints; by canonizing some of them (officially declaring them as “Saints”) the Church recognises their exceptional love of God and goodness of life. The Church celebrates the saints on their special feastdays throughout the year, and encourages the faithful to follow the example of the saints and ask for their intercession with God. (828, 961, 1023)   
	DD p16 – Liturgy celebrates the saints. (CCC 2030)

DD p26 – Mary and the saints are examples of holiness. (CCC 2030)

F p26 – Mary and saints are models of life well lived. & OV p27.

Comment: Good to note celebration of saints by the Church, but explanation also needed on what a saint is and why Church canonises and honours the saints. 

	8.10 Lives of saints, selected to give a good range of different saints who would be an inspiring example to young people of our time. 
	F p16 – saints tried to live and love like Jesus. OV p17 – sixteen saints listed. 

   

	9 The Last Things (Eschatology)
	Comment:   There is no sub-section in the Overview dealing with the Last Things (Eschatology). The Overview does have some references to the Last Things in sub-sections on God/God the Father, on Jesus and on the Church, as given below. 

In relation to the last things, the Overview (‘OV’ part) refers only to happiness with God in heaven, and omits any reference to redemption, grace, faith, conduct of life, judgment, purgatory and hell, thereby conveying the impression that all human beings will enjoy eternity in heaven after death, no matter what. The Overview also omits the spiritual immortal soul, the resurrection of the body, the Second Coming, the end of the world and the Last Judgment. 

The Overview’s presentation of the Last Things falls short of authentic Christian eschatology. 

	9.1 Everyone has a spiritual immortal soul. Our soul separates from the body at death, but will be reunited with the body at the final Resurrection at the end of time. Life is changed, not ended, by death. (366, 1016)  
	

	9.2 After we die God wants us all to be with him in heaven, which is a place of joy and happiness greater than we can imagine. Jesus, by his death and resurrection, has opened heaven to us, and gives us this grace of new life in Baptism. (1024-1026, 1212, 1987).
	F p5 – Jesus calls us to live forever with him in heaven.

OV p3 – God wants us to be happy with him forever in heaven.

F p11 & OV p12 – Church looks forward to eternal happiness with God.

	9.3 Immediately after death the immortal soul will be judged by Christ. Those who have died in God’s grace and friendship, who have believed in Christ, and loved God and neighbour, will gain entrance to heaven, by God’s grace and mercy. (183, 1021-1023, 1051) 
	DD p11 – Those who die in God’s grace & friendship live forever with Christ (CCC 1023)

Comment: Judgment by Christ omitted.

	9.4 Purgatory prepares those who have died in God’s grace, but are not yet ready for heaven; it is a place of purification and hope.(1054) 
	Comment: The Overview omits reference to Purgatory. This non-recognition of Purgatory is reflected in the merging of the feasts of All Saints and All Souls (see 10.8 below).

	9.5 The Church asks us to pray for the souls in Purgatory, especially the Mass. Christians celebrate funerals to pray for the person who has died and to comfort relatives and friends. (1032, 1055) 
	

	9.6 Those who reject God of their own choice and die in un-repented mortal sin are separated from God forever in a place of terrible unhappiness called “hell”. (1056-1057) 
	

	9.7 Jesus will come again at the end of time (only God knows the day and the hour) to judge the living and the dead. The bodies of the dead will rise and be reunited with their souls, and the material universe itself will be transformed. The just will reign with Christ forever in heaven, and the unjust will be separated from God in hell. (1016, 1038-1044, 1059, 1060) 
	DD p5 – Jesus promised that we too would rise again from the dead. (CCC 658)

Comment: Second Coming of Jesus and Last Judgment omitted. 

	10   Liturgy and Seasons of the Church
	Comment: In relation to Liturgy and Seasons the Overview has much good material in the Overview on Liturgy, which reflects the authentic teaching of the Catholic Church, but mostly in ‘context’ parts – SST, DD, F. In the ‘OV’ parts, which refer to material that is actually in the Alive-O programme, the emphasis becomes very ‘horizontal’, treating liturgy as a human activity, with a focus on para-liturgies and rituals devised by the programme itself, rather than on the Church’s liturgy. 

The Overview therefore falls short of reflecting an authentic Catholic understanding of Liturgy.  

	10.1 The liturgy is the public prayer of the Church. The members of the Church come together, usually in the church building, and all participate. The Holy Spirit helps us to pray with Jesus to God the Father, uniting us to God and to one another. Liturgical celebration can include sign & symbol, words & actions, song & music, and sacred art. (1071-1073, 1145, 1153, 1156, 1159) 


	SST ‘Liturgy’ p16 – Church celebrates mystery of Christ in her Liturgy. (CCC 1068)

DD p11 – Sacred furnishings should serve dignity of worship. (SC 122)

DD p16 – Liturgical catechesis aims to initiate people into mystery of Christ. (CCC 1075)  The whole community, united with Christ, celebrates. (CCC 1140)

F p16 – liturgy involves participation of everyone.   Praise of God in language, song, music, gestures and actions. 

OV p17 – liturgy an event requiring ability to work with symbol and ritual; requiring human values and attitudes; a way to grow in faith through celebrating faith with others; celebrated in local parish community. 

Comment: The material in SST, DD and F above is all very much in harmony with the Church’s teaching on liturgy, as expressed in the CCC. However, the OV material, which presents what is actually in the programme, has a very different focus. The focus of the Church’s liturgy is balanced: firstly on the ‘vertical’, on God, on Jesus Christ, on the Trinity, and then on the ‘horizontal’, the people of God, drawn together as we look towards God. The focus in OV is simply ‘horizontal’, on human beings – liturgy is presented as something that human beings do for themselves and each other. 

The dictionary definition of ‘ritual’ is – ‘a prescribed way of performing religious rites’. The term ‘ritual’ is not used in the CCC; the focus in the CCC is on praising and honouring God with Jesus in the power of the Spirit, rather than carrying out rites in a prescribed manner. The Overview’s focus on ‘ritual’ is therefore out of harmony with the Church’s vision for liturgy.  

	10.2 The liturgy is led primarily by Jesus Christ. Bishops, priests and deacons take the place of Christ in leading the prayer and worship. (1188). 
	

	10.3 Sunday, the "Lord's Day," is the principal day when the Church assembles for prayer, especially the celebration of Mass, because Sunday is the day of the Resurrection. Sunday is the day of the Christian family, and the day of joy and rest from work. (1193) 
	DD p16 – Sunday celebration and Eucharist at heart of Church life. (CCC 2177)

Comment: This statement from the DD part is in harmony with the Church’s teaching. However, the vital ‘OV’ part has nothing on the Lord’s Day. 

	10.4 In the course of the year, the Church celebrates the whole mystery of Christ from his Incarnation and Nativity through his death, Resurrection and Ascension, to Pentecost and the expectation of the second coming of the Lord. (1168-1171, 1194) 
	DD p16 – Paschal mystery unfolds in liturgical year. (CCC 1171)

F p16 – Church celebrates life in Christ through liturgical seasons. 

OV p17 – liturgy celebrates Risen Jesus through special seasons: main seasons listed.

	10.5 The Church celebrates the season of Advent, in preparation for the first coming of Jesus, the Messiah, whose birth we celebrate at Christmas. In Advent we also look forward to Jesus’ second coming at the end of time. (522-526)
	OV p17 – Advent included. 

	10.6 Easter is the greatest feast of the year, when we celebrate the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus. We prepare for Easter during the season of Lent, with prayer, fasting, sacrifices and alms-giving to those in need. (1169)
	OV p17 – Lent, Holy Week and Easter included.

	10.7 At Pentecost the Church celebrates the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and the beginning of the age of the Church. (731, 1076).
	OV p17 – Pentecost included.

	10.8 By keeping the feastdays of the saints -- first of all the holy Mother of God, then the apostles, the martyrs, and other saints -- on fixed days of the liturgical year, the Church gives glory to Christ for the saints and encourages the faithful to follow their example. (1172-1173, 1195) 
	DD p16 – Liturgy celebrates the saints. (CCC 2030).

OV p17 – sixteen saints listed, plus All Saints/Souls, Saints of Ireland, and Litany of Saints.

Comment: There is a reasonable selection of saints included. All Saints/Souls is listed as if it were the one feastday, whereas the Church celebrates two distinct, though related, feastdays, All Saints and All Souls. The Overview’s merging of All Saints and All Souls is consistent with its non-recognition of Purgatory,  (see 9.4 above).

	10.9 Other liturgical celebrations include: sacramentals, especially blessings; popular piety and devotions, including pilgrimages, processions, stations of the cross, the rosary, medals and relics; Christian funerals. (1667-1679) 


	OV p17 – forty-two ‘para-liturgical services’ listed (twenty of which are described as ‘rituals’). 

Comment: The CCC does not use the term ‘para-liturgical’, so the term would be better avoided in a Catholic catechetical programme, because it is not clear what it means. Only two of the listed services are normal sacramentals of the Church (distribution of ashes and Stations of the Cross). The other forty would appear to be written by the Alive-O programme. This seems like a heavy imbalance away from the Church’s normal liturgical celebrations, and towards self-devised ‘para-liturgies’ or ‘rituals’; this imbalance is in line with the imbalanced ‘horizontal’ focus noted above in 10.1 above. 

	11 Sacraments 
	Comment: The Overview does not have a sub-section dealing with the sacraments in general, and does not indicate that the Alive-O programme contains any teaching on the sacraments in general. This is a serious omission, because an understanding of the nature of sacrament is foundational to understanding each individual sacrament. 

This situation in exacerbated by the Overview’s omission of teaching on grace in general. If the graces particular to each sacrament are omitted, then the sacraments are reduced to merely human rituals. This tallies with the Overview’s treatment of liturgy in a ‘horizontal’ or human-only fashion (see 10 above).  

The Overview’s only reference to the sacraments in general is the quotation below from the CCC, which comes in the sub-section dealing with the Sacraments of Christian Initiation. 

DD p19 – A sacramental celebration is woven from signs and symbols. In keeping with the divine pedagogy of salvation, their meaning is rooted in the work of creation and in human culture ……   (CCC 1145).

This incomplete quotation, taken in isolation and out of context, conveys an impression that the CCC sees the sacraments as primarily human and material signs and symbols. That this impression is incorrect can be seen by taking the complete quotation in its context – CCC 1113-1162.  

The Overview does not present the authentic Catholic understanding of the nature of the sacraments of the Church. This omission undermines subsequent understanding of each individual sacrament.  

	11.1 The sacraments are given to the Church by Jesus. In the sacraments Jesus gives us grace, the life and love of God. (CCC 1114-1116).
	Comment: The Overview recognises only one sacrament as instituted by Christ: the Eucharist (see 14.1 below).

	11.2 Each sacrament has its own special outward signs (words and actions), which are an essential part of giving the sacrament and cannot be changed. Each sacrament has its own particular grace and the outward visible sign helps us understand this grace. (CCC 1129, 1131)  
	

	11.3 The sacraments always help those who receive them properly. (CCC 1128).
	

	11.4 Christ gave seven sacraments to the Church: 

· Sacraments of Christian initiation – Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist.

· Sacraments of Healing – Penance / Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick.

· Sacraments at the Service of Communion – Holy Orders and Marriage.           (1113)  
	SST ‘Sacraments of Initiation’ p19 – Sacraments of Initiation lay foundation of Christian life. Born anew by Baptism, strengthened by Confirmation, food of eternal life in Eucharist. (CCC 1212).           

SST ‘Sacraments of Healing’ p22 – The Lord Jesus Christ …. has willed that his  Church continue in the power of the Holy Spirit, his work of healing and salvation. (CCC 1421).       

SST ‘Sacraments at the Service of Communion’ p24 – Holy Orders and Matrimony directed towards salvation of others. ………..They serve to build up the People of God. (CCC 1534)

Comment: Good introductory quotations.

	12 Baptism
	Comment: The Overview contains much good material on Baptism, but omission of key spiritual significance at the heart of the Sacrament (grace and freeing from original sin) results in falling short of an authentic Christian understanding of Baptism. 

	12.1 The essential part of Baptism consists in immersing in water or pouring water on the person’s head, while calling on God the Holy Trinity, saying ‘I baptise you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit’. The other parts of the rite of celebration of the Sacrament help us understand the meaning and graces of Baptism. (1234-1245, 1278) 


	OV p20 – a stage in our enrolment / initiation into the Christian community: priest pours water and says words of Baptism, anoints with oil, wraps in white shawl (reminder of Spirit), gives lighted candle (sign of light of Christ).    ……….  Sacrament makes us better members of Church, a community with a tradition.       

Comment: Good coverage of the actions of the Baptismal ceremony. Good to include spiritual significance of white shawl and candle. However, not good to omit the spiritual significance of the one essential sacramental action, which is the pouring of (or immersion in) water; this omission tallies with the Overview’s non-recognition of original sin and its weak treatment of sin in general. 

Omission of the spiritual significance at the very heart of Baptism undermines the authentic Christian meaning of the sacrament. Not advisable to use the term ‘enrolment’, which is associated with joining a secular organisation or society and is not used in the CCC. 

It is strange that the Overview emphasises the role of the priest in Baptism (a role for which he has no sacramental power and which can be performed by any lay person), while omitting reference to priest or bishop in sacraments where they have unique sacramental anointing (Confirmation, Eucharist, Penance and Anointing of the Sick) and in which the minister cannot be a lay person. (See 13, 14, 15 and 16 below). 

	12.2 The grace of Baptism brings forgiveness of original sin and all personal sins, birth into the new life as children of God the Father, and members of the Church, the Body of Christ.(1213, 1279) 


	DD p19 – Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as sons of God; become members of Christ, incorporated into Church and made sharers in her mission. (CCC 1213). 

Comment: This is a good quote, but needs additional CCC quotes or explanation to clarify that Baptism does not simply free us from ‘sin’ in a generalised and impersonal sense, but Baptism frees us from “original sin and all personal sins”. (CCC 1263, 1279).   

	12.3 Baptism gives us special graces of the Holy Spirit to love and serve God, to grow in faith, hope and charity,  and to live a good Christian life. (1266).


	F p19 – Baptism brings new life in Jesus, reception of the Holy Spirit, and incorporation into Christian community. 

OV p20 – come to share faith in Jesus (expressed in Creed), enabled to celebrate the liturgy, hear call of Jesus to love and serve the Lord, share in the Spirit of the Risen Jesus. 

Comment: These are all good statements, but not good to omit explicit reference to the sacramental graces of Baptism.

	12.4 Baptism places a spiritual mark on the soul, so we can only be baptised once. (1280) 
	OV p20 – Baptism given only once. 

	12.5 Most people are baptised as babies; the parents and god-parents make the baptismal promises on the baby’s behalf. (1250-1252, 1282) 
	

	12.6 Baptism is usually given by the priest, but in emergency, any person can baptize. (1284)
	

	13 Confirmation
	Comment: Much good material on Confirmation, but some notable omissions, including: the graces particular to the Sacrament and the bishop as minister of the Sacrament.

	13.1 Confirmation is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit as was given to the apostles on the day of Pentecost.  (1302)
	Comment: Linking of Confirmation with Pentecost would help with understanding of the Sacrament.  

	13.2 Confirmation completes the grace of Baptism. The Sacrament of Confirmation gives us the Holy Spirit and his grace to bind us with Christ and with the Church, and strengthen us to bear witness to Christ and to spread and defend the faith in word and deed.  (1285, 1316) 


	DD p19 – Confirmation endows with Holy Spirit in strength; spread and defend faith in word & deed as true witnesses of Christ. (Lumen Gentium 11).
F p19 – celebrates gifts of Spirit, which guide and strengthen Christian and community. 

OV p20 – called to witness to the Gospel; being fruitful in life of confirmed Christian.         .  
Comment: These three statements are good and relevant. Missing is the completion of the grace of Baptism, the giving of the Holy Spirit himself, not just his gifts, and the particular graces of the Sacrament of Confirmation.

OV p20 – Confirmation a stage in our enrolment/initiation into Christian community.                  

Comment: The CCC never uses the term ‘enrolment’ in connection with the sacraments of initiation. The term ‘enrolment’ is associated with joining a secular organisation or society, and is therefore better not used in Catholic catechesis on the sacraments, because it can give the wrong signal, i.e. that the sacraments are primarily human rites of passage.



	13.3 Confirmation, like Baptism, puts a permanent spiritual mark on the soul, so we can receive Confirmation only once.(1317) 
	OV p20 – like Baptism, given only once. 

	13.4 The Bishop normally administers the Sacrament of Confirmation; this shows clearly that the sacrament unites us closely with the Church, because the bishops are the successors of the apostles. The bishop may delegate the administration of Confirmation to a priest. (1313) 
	Comment: The Overview never mentions the bishop. This is a serious omission, because of the significance of the bishop’s role in understanding the nature of the sacrament.



	13.5 Confirmation helps strengthen the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord, 

and the fruit of the Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, and chastity.(1832, 1845) 
	OV p20 – receive sevenfold gift of the Spirit.

	13.6 The essential rite of Confirmation is anointing the forehead with sacred chrism, together with the laying on of the bishop’s hand and the words: Be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit.(1320)


	OV p20/21 – conferred through anointing, laying on of hands, and words ‘Be sealed with gift of Holy Spirit’;   liturgy of sacrament has renewal of baptismal promises and profession of faith; sponsor and whole parish involved.

Comment: The Overview gives a good understanding of the manner of celebration of Confirmation. However, the lack of any reference to the bishop is a significant omission, which seems both strange and inexplicable.



	14 Eucharist 
	Comment: Contains much good material on the Eucharist, but also some notable omissions. Falls short of a full Catholic presentation on the Eucharist.



	14.1 Jesus instituted the Eucharist (the Mass) at the Last Supper. (1323, 1337-1340).  


	OV p21 – instituted by Jesus Christ.

Comment: Good that the Overview notes that Eucharist instituted by Christ, but this is the only sacrament so recognised; Church teaches that all sacraments were instituted by Christ. Link between Eucharist and Last Supper is very important, and helpful in catechesis of children. Not good that Overview omits this link.  

	14.2 The Eucharist completes Christian initiation, and is the source and summit of the Church’s life, because it contains Jesus, God the Son, himself. (1322, 1324).

 
	DD p19 – Eucharist is centre of liturgy and Christian life ………….  Eucharisticum mysterium, 1&6.

OV p21 – a sacrament of initiation.

Comment: Good and relevant quote from EM.

	14.3 The Eucharist / Mass is a continuation of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross for our salvation. (1323, 1362-1367, 1409). 
	OV p21 – representing / re-enacting sacrifice of cross

Comment: Good for Overview to express link with cross, but not good to omit reference to salvation / redemption. This omission of Christ’s salvation is a recurring theme in the Overview, consistent with its non-recognition of original sin, and its ambivalent treatment of the Trinity and the divinity of Christ. 

	14.4 The Eucharist / Mass is also a celebration meal, like the Last Supper, where members of the Church gather together with Christ and with each other. (1329, 1382).
	OV p21 – Christian community coming together; remembering Jesus’ love; Jesus present in community that gathers.

 

	14.5 The celebration of Mass always includes: 

· Proclaiming the Word of God in the Scripture readings,

· Thanks and praise to God the Father, 

· Consecration of bread and wine by the priest,

· Receiving the Lord's body and blood in Communion. (1359-1361, 1408) 
	F p19 – integral components are sacrifice, presence, remembrance, thanksgiving, sacred meal & call to participate in Jesus’ mission.

OV p21 – listen to Word of God; giving thanks; celebrating forgiveness of God our Father; sharing Bread of Life; Jesus with us through his presence in Eucharist; Jesus present in his Word; 

	14.6 It is Christ himself, acting through the ministry of the priest, who offers the Eucharistic sacrifice. Only ordained priests have the power, through the Holy Spirit, to change bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ. (1410-1411) 
	OV p21 – Jesus present in the community that gathers, and in person of ordained priest.

Comment: The Overview does not recognise any difference between the lay community and the ordained priest. The omission of the unique role and sacramental powers of the ordained priest undermines the meaning of both sacraments – Eucharist and Holy Orders.

	14.7 When the priest says the words of consecration spoken by Jesus during the Last Supper: "This is my body which will be given up for you. . . . This is the cup of my blood. . . .",  the bread and wine are changed into the Body and Blood of Christ. Christ himself becomes present in a true, real, and substantial manner: his Body and his Blood, with his soul and his divinity; this change is called ‘transubstantiation’. (1412, 1413) 
	OV p21 – Jesus present in unique way from Consecration onwards; bread has been changed to become his precious body, wine changed to become his precious blood; Jesus truly present and gives himself under appearances of bread and wine.

Comment: This statement is good but needs to be more specific; important to include the term ‘transubstantiation’, and to be explicit that the change comes about through the words of consecration spoken by an ordained priest. .  

	14.8 Anyone who desires to receive Christ in Eucharistic communion must be in the state of grace. (1415)
	Comment: This is a significant omission from the Overview. 



	14.9 Receiving the Eucharist gives grace which increases our union with Jesus, forgives our venial sins, preserves us from grave sins, and strengthens the unity and love of the members of the Church.(1416) 
	OV p21 – going in peace to be like Jesus.

Comment: Good statement, as far as it goes, but falls short of the graces of the Eucharist. Overview should give fuller statement of graces of the Eucharist, and explicitly identify them as the graces of the sacrament.

 

	14.10 The faithful are obliged to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days. The Church encourages more frequent, even daily, attendance at Mass and reception of Holy Communion. (1389, 1417)
	DD p11 – On Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation, faithful obliged to assist at Mass. (Can.1247).

OV p21 – at heart of Church’s life on Sundays and holy days.

Comment: Overview’s statements are correct, but Church’s requirements should appear in ‘OV’ and Church’s encouragements to more frequent attendance at Mass and reception of the Eucharist.  

	14.11 The Church encourages the greatest respect to be shown to the Eucharist, including visits to the Blessed Sacrament for prayer and adoration. (1378-1281, 1418)
	

	15 Penance 
	Comment: The Overview covers some aspects well: the love and forgiveness of God, and the need for our repentance, sorrow for sin. However, through many significant omissions, the Overview falls well short of presenting authentic Catholic teaching on the Sacrament of Penance. The impression is given that God forgives all sin when we express we are sorry; the sacrament is simply a way of noting that forgiveness – nothing actually happens in the sacrament to forgive sin; the essential role of the ordained priesthood is completely omitted, and there are many other important omissions (see below for details).. 

	15.1 God wants us to be sorry for our sins. When we are truly sorry for our sins and ask God’s forgiveness, he will forgive us in his merciful and compassionate love.  Jesus asks us to seek his forgiveness in the Sacrament of Penance, Reconciliation, or Confession. (982, 1486)
	F p22 – God abounds in love, mercy and forgiveness to all who repent and turn from their sins; in the sacrament of Penance we celebrate the personal, loving forgiveness of a compassionate God.

F p34 – In celebrating Penance we discover God’s forgiveness.

OV p35 – being forgiven when God’s forgiveness is celebrated in the sacrament of Penance.

Comment: These statements are good, but they need further qualification otherwise they can be understood that the sacrament is no more than a celebration of a forgiveness already received from God, rather than a means through which God gives us his forgiveness. If the sacrament is only a celebration of forgiveness already given by God, then the sacrament becomes  an optional extra, not really necessary.

OV p23 – Penance an opportunity to reflect on the unconditional love of God; to appreciate and celebrate God’s love and forgiveness.

OV p23 – Penance a time to reflect on the unconditional love of Jesus for sinners.                 

Comment: The separation of God and Jesus invites thinking that Jesus is not God, especially when the Overview only notes forgiveness coming from God, but not from Jesus. 

The term “unconditional love” is not used in Scripture or the CCC. In a sense God’s love is unconditional in that it is freely offered no matter what our condition, we do not merit or earn His love. However, in another sense God’s love is not unconditional in that God does not force his love on us, we are free to accept or reject his love – so there are conditions for us if we are to receive God’s freely offered love, e.g. in the Lord’s Prayer we pray, “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us”.  So, it would be better to avoid the term “unconditional love” and to use instead the many terms in Scripture and the CCC to describe the love of God.

	15.2 The priest in the sacrament of Penance stands in the place of Christ. He gives us Jesus’ forgiveness when he says the words of absolution. (986, 1495).
	Comment: The Overview’s omission of any reference to the priest means that it is not presenting an authentic Catholic understanding of the Sacrament of Penance. 

	15.3 Being sorry for our sins, called conversion, repentance or contrition, means we are truly sorry for offending God and others, and we are determined to turn away from sins we have committed, and not to sin again. Act of Contrition. (1490) 
	DD p22 – Church desires acknowledgment of sins against God and neighbours with heartfelt repentance. (cf. Rite of Penance).    Comment: Good quote. 

F p22 – Jesus, through the Church, calls us to continual conversion; conversion is a re-orientation of life, a deliberate turning away from indifference, indecision and doubt.            

Comment: The first part is good – the call to continuous conversion. However, the second part which describes conversion is not good. This description of conversion diverges substantially from the Church, which teaches that conversion is essentially a turning away from personal sin against God, neighbour or self, with a firm resolution to sin no more. (CCC 1427-1433, 1435, 1439, 1490).

OV p23 – Penance is an opportunity to say sorry for individual failures and sinfulness. 

Comment: This is not an adequate expression of conversion and repentance. “Say sorry” for “failures and sinfulness” could just be an expression of regret about the situation, not an admission of personal sin, of repentance and the determination not to sin again. The statement is not specific enough for Catholic catechesis.

	15.4 Before Penance we should examine our consciences to come to know our sins. (1454).


	OV p23 – the sacrament of Penance is a time to view the commandments as the way that leads to life in Christ; to reflect on implications of the two great commandments of Jesus; to become aware of individual failures and sinfulness; to reflect on being disconnected from other members of Body of Christ. 

Comment: These statements are too generalised to authentically reflect the Church’s teaching on the need to examine one’s conscience before the Sacrament of Penance. There is no mention of personal sin or examination of conscience (the Overview never mentions ‘conscience’ anywhere at all). 



	15.5 In the Sacrament of Penance the main requirements of the penitent are:

· To have sincere repentance (sorrow for sins committed) 

· To confess sins to the priest 

· To make reparation by carrying out the penance given by the priest, and making all reasonable efforts to repair any harm done to others by sins committed, e.g. return of stolen goods, restore reputation of someone slandered. (1451-1460, 1491) 
	Comment: The Overview does cover repentance (see 15.3 above), but there is no mention of confession of sins to the priest, carrying out the penance given by the priest or reparation of harm done. The Overview therefore falls well short of presenting Catholic teaching on the Sacrament of Penance.



	15.6 In Penance we are bound to confess all mortal sins that have not previously been confessed. The confession of venial sins, without being necessary in itself, is nevertheless strongly recommended by the Church.(1493) 
	

	15.7 In addition to forgiveness of sins, the graces of the Sacrament of Penance reconcile us with God and others, bring peace, give us spiritual strength to love God and others, to live a good life and avoid sin. (1496) 
	F p22 – in and through the sacrament of Penance we are reconciled with God, self and others.

DD p34 – Conversion entails God’s forgiveness and reconciliation with Church. (CCC 1440).  

DD p11 – Through Sacrament of Penance the baptized are reconciled with God and Church. (CCC 980). 

F p34 – in celebrating Penance we restore relationship with God and others.  
Comment: These statements express well the reconciliation with God and the Church. Not good that other graces are omitted. Also not good that the Overview makes no explicit mention at all of graces of the sacrament.  



	15.8 The Church requires that we go to the sacrament of Penance at least once per year, but regular more frequent confession (monthly is a good guideline), even of venial sins only, is strongly recommended by the Church. (1457, 1458)  
	

	15.9 Individual confession of grave sins to a priest followed by absolution is the normal way of celebrating the Sacrament of Penance (this is called Rite 1). There can also be a communal celebration of the Sacrament (Rite 2) involving preparatory steps in common (readings, homily, examination of conscience, prayer and thanksgiving), followed by individual confession of sins and absolution. (1497, 1482)
	DD p22 – Individual confession is ordinary means of reconciliation, while sacrament can also take place in communal celebration. (CCC 1497, 1482)

OV p23 – communal and individual celebrations through Rites 2 and 1.



	16 Anointing of the Sick
	Comment: Much good material in the Overview, but also deficiencies: inadequate treatment of graces of the Sacrament and complete omission of the priest, who is the minister of the Sacrament. 

	16.1 The sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is Jesus’ healing prayer given through the Church for those suffering serious illness or in old age. It is an expression of the Church’s loving care for the sick. (1509, 1527) 
	F p22 – In and through Anointing of the Sick we experience healing, comfort, strength and pardon of God.

OV p23 – exploring Church’s concern/care for the sick; continuing healing work of Jesus.

Comment: Good and relevant statements.

	16.2 Each time a person falls seriously ill they may receive the Anointing of the Sick, and also again if the illness worsens. (1529).
	OV p23 – being repeated as often as seen fit.

Comment: There was a time when the Sacrament (referred to as Extreme Unction) was generally administered only to a person on the point of death. Since Vatican II the Church has encouraged a broader understanding of the Sacrament, but the Overview’s statement seems to reflect a tendency to go too much in the opposite direction and apply the Sacrament in any case of illness or infirmity, not necessarily serious.  

	16.3 Only priests (and bishops) can give the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, using oil blessed by the bishop.(1530) 
	

	16.4 The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is a liturgical and communal celebration: the priest lays his hand on the sick person, anoints the forehead and hands, and prays for the special graces of this sacrament.(1519,  1531) 
	OV p23 – a liturgical and communal celebration; includes  principal elements: laying hands on sick, praying over them, anointing them with blessed oil.

Comment: Good description of celebration of the Sacrament, except for omission of the priest.

	16.5 The special graces of the Anointing of the Sick bring strength, peace, and courage to endure suffering in a Christian manner. The Sacrament may bring healing from the illness, but if not, it helps prepare the person for passing over to eternal life.(1532) 
	DD p22 – Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick confers special grace on Christian experiencing difficulties of grave illness or old age. (CCC 1527). Sacrament gives sick person grace of the Holy Spirit, to make whole person healthy. (Hominum Dolores, 6; Jm.5:13-16; Rm.8:18-27).
OV p23 – preparing the dying for heaven; 

Comment: Not good to omit reference to the graces of the Sacrament in the ‘OV’ part.

	17 Holy Orders
	Comment: The Overview indicates a good coverage of the Church’s teaching on the Sacrament of Holy Orders. However, there is a discontinuity with the diminishing of the ordained ministry in the Overview’s treatment of the other sacraments above. So, in this case alone, a comparison was made between the Overview and the Alive-O Programme itself; most of the ‘OV’ items listed in this column below are not actually included in the Alive-O programme. 

	17.1 Holy Orders is the sacrament, which ordains a man a bishop, priest or deacon, giving grace to serve the Church in the name of Christ. The sacrament was instituted by Christ at the Last Supper, when he established the Twelve Apostles as the bishops to lead and take care of the Church. (1536)
	F p24 – Holy Orders empowers one to act as representative of Christ. 

OV p25 – three degrees of bishops, priests and deacons; vocation from God supported by Christian community; encounter with Jesus helping and strengthening ordinand.



	17.2 The ordained ministers serve the People of God through teaching the faith, administration of the sacraments and divine worship, and by leading the Church. (1592)
	DD p24 – Those consecrated by holy orders feed Church in Christ’s name with Word and grace of God. (LG 11).



	17.3 The bishop is a successor of the apostles and head of his diocese. The bishop has the sacramental power to ordain priests, deacons and other bishops, and to administer Confirmation. (1576, 1594, 1600)
	OV p25 – bishops’ office of sanctification, teaching and ruling.



	17.4 Priests receive responsibility from the bishop to look after a parish or some other special work. Priests receive power through ordination to celebrate mass, proclaim the Gospel and consecrate the Eucharist, to forgive sins in Confession, and to administer the Sacrament of the Sick. Priests normally administer Baptism, and officiate at the Sacrament of Marriage. (1562-1567, 1595)
	OV p25 – power from Jesus to celebrate Eucharist, forgive sin in God’s name and to proclaim Word of God.

	17.5 Holy Orders is conferred by the laying on of hands by the bishop followed by a prayer of consecration asking God to give the graces of the Holy Spirit required for his ministry. Ordination, like Baptism and Confirmation, can be received only once.(1597) 
	OV p25 – celebrated by bishop’s imposition of hands, consecrating prayer and bestowal of gifts proper to the ministry.

	17.6 The Church ordains only baptized men, who are judged suitable by the Church. (1598)
	OV p25 – conferred only on baptized men.

	17.7 Bishops and priests (in the Latin Church) are normally not married, so they can give themselves entirely to God and the people they serve. (1579-1580, 1599) 
	

	18 Marriage / Matrimony
	Comment: The Overview covers several good things about the Sacrament of Marriage, but also omits many key factors, which could so easily have been included.

	18.1 God established the Sacrament of Marriage to give special graces to husband and wife to love each other and to love their children. Jesus’ love for his people, the Church, is the model of love for all married couples.  (1660, 1661) 
	DD p24 – sacrament of matrimony signifies the union of Christ and the Church. (CCC 1661)

F p24 – Christian marriage is sign of Christ’s presence in the world.

OV p25 – graced, to perfect couple’s love and strengthen unity. 

Comment: Good statements, but need to be explicit on sacramental graces of Matrimony. 

	18.2 Our family and home are precious to God, just like the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph in Nazareth. The Christian family home is rightly called "the domestic church." (1666)
	Comment: A significant and serious omission from the Overview is any reference at all to children and family. This comment also relates to 18.1 above and 18.5 below. 

	18.3 Marriage is based on the solemn promise (covenant) of husband and wife to give themselves in love to each other for life. (1662) 
	OV p25 – a life-long commitment; lasting to death of one partner.

Comment: The Overview uses the term “partner”, but not ‘husband’ or ‘wife’. In these times ‘partner’ so often refers to persons in unmarried co-habitation and irregular second union situations. It would be better to affirm marriage by using the terms “husband” and “wife”.

	18.4 At a Catholic wedding the couple are the ministers of the sacrament for each other. They make their vows before a priest, who blesses them and acts as a witness for the Church. It is normal to celebrate the wedding during a Nuptial Mass, in the presence of family and friends. (1623, 1663) 
	OV p25 – celebrated through words, symbols and rituals, usually in eucharistic setting.

Comment: This statement suffers from being vague and limited, when it could so easily be made full and specific. Omission of role of priest is consistent with Overview’s diminishing of priesthood in the other sacraments. 

	18.5 A Catholic marriage is between one man and one woman, and it must be open to having children.  (1664) 
	Comment: Not good for the Overview to omit these two important dimensions of Catholic marriage, especially with the pressures of contemporary secular society for same-sex ‘marriage’ and contraception.       

	19 Christian Moral Life in the Spirit
	Comment: Analysis of this part of the Overview is made difficult because the Overview’s structure diverges substantially from the logical structure of the CCC.

The Evaluative Points of Reference for this part of the Overview                                                                                                                                      have a simple and direct relationship with the CCC Part Three: Life in Christ. 

· This section 19 of the Analysis corresponds with CCC Part 3, Section 1. Man’s Vocation: Life in the Spirit. 

· The next section 20 corresponds with CCC Part 3, Section 2. The Ten Commandments. 

The Overview has five Sub-Sections under the heading: ‘Life in Christ’. The Overview’s sub-sections do not bear a simple relationship with the CCC. The Overview’s five sub-sections are:

· The Human Person

· The Communion of Persons

· The Human Community

· The Law of Love

· The Moral Life

The Overview’s two sub-sections on ‘The Human Person’ and the ‘The Moral Life’ together relate to CCC Part 3, Sect 1, Chap 1: The Dignity of the Human Person (CCC 1700-1876) and Chap 3, Articles 2&3, Grace & Justification and The Church, Mother & Teacher (CCC 1987-2051).

The Overview’s two sub-sections on ‘The Communion of Persons’ and ‘The Human Community’ together relate to the CCC Part 3, Sect.1, Chap.2: The Human Community. (CCC 1877-1948).

The Overview’s sub-section on ‘The Law of Love’ relates to the CCC Part 3, Sect.1, Chap.3, Article 1: The Moral Law (CCC 1950-1986), and Part 3, Sect.2: The Ten Commandments (CCC 2052-2557).

The Overview covers many aspects of morality, but there are also very significant omissions relative to the teaching of the Church. Major omissions include: the spiritual immortal soul, virtue, conscience, original sin and its consequences (wounded nature, inclination to sin, openness to Satan’s temptations, the spiritual battle), Jesus’ salvation, necessity for grace, most of what Church teaches on sin, vices, eternal consequences of the moral life on earth and the precepts of the Church. 

The Overview’s ‘OV’ pages indicate that the Alive-O programme develops morality in a context which is predominantly ‘horizontal’, considering this world only, with an approach which could be considered ‘humanist optimism’: there is emphasis on the goodness of human beings but without recognition of moral weakness due to original sin; Jesus is presented as model and teacher but not as Saviour from sin; there is emphasis on moral goodness through human effort but without the necessity for divine grace; there is emphasis on making this world a better place but no mention of the eternal consequences of moral behaviour. 

The Overview therefore falls short of an authentically Christian view of Life in Christ / morality.  

	19.1 The source of our moral life is our dignity as human persons created in the image of God. Though wounded by original sin, the divine image is restored by Jesus’ salvation and the grace of the Holy Spirit, making it possible for us to lead lives of virtue. (1691-1692, 1701-1702, 1714-1715).      
	SST ‘The Human Person’ p26 – Dignity of every human being ….. find measure in union with God. (Mulieris Dignitatem 5).

DD p26 – Every individual made in image of God……. (MD 7).    Being in image of God, individual possesses dignity of person. …. (CCC 357)

DD p26 – The glory of God is people fully alive; moreover a person’s life is the vision of God (St Irenaeus). 

OV p27 – we are capable of not living up to our God-given potential.

OV p35 – the moral life is a call to perfect God-given goodness. 

Comment: The ‘SST’ and ‘DD’ quotes are excellent and relevant. However, the ‘OV’ statements indicate that the moral life is developed in a predominantly ‘horizontal’ context (focusing on achieving perfection through our own human efforts), to the neglect of the ‘vertical’ or spiritual dimension. By way of contrast one could look at CCC 294, which uses the same quotation of St Irenaeus and develops the eternal spiritual context very well. 

	19.2 We look in faith to Jesus, who is ‘the way, the truth, and the life’. At the heart of Jesus’ preaching are the Beatitudes, which are the way to happiness, and our response to God’s call to know, love and serve him here on earth and enjoy eternal life with him in heaven. (1698, 1716-1721).
	SST ‘The Moral Life’ p34 – Moral law finds fullness in Jesus, who is the way of perfection. (CCC 1953)

F p34 – in following Jesus – the way, the truth and the life – we can live and grow morally. 

OV p31 – capable of sharing in risen life of Jesus.

Comment: The ‘SST’ and ‘F’ statements are very good, but the follow through in the ‘OV’ statement is vague.  

	19.3 God has given each person free will and the power to choose to good or to do wrong. (1745, 2022).
	DD p34 – By free will one shapes one’s life. Human freedom ………. attains its perfection when directed towards God. (CCC 1731).

F p26 – we are free to accept or reject God’s love.     F p34 – students aware they are allowed the freedom to make choices.  

Comment: The ‘DD’ quote from the CCC is good, but the ‘F’ statements are too open-ended – they could give impression that people may make whatever choices they want without consequences. 

	19.4 Feelings or emotions (such as love and hatred, desire and fear, joy, sadness and anger) are neither good nor bad in themselves. They are good when they contribute to a good action, and bad when they contribute to a bad action. (1767-1768, 1773) 
	

	19.5 God has given us the gift of conscience, which is a judgment of reason that guides us to do good and to avoid evil. We have an obligation to form our conscience, so that it leads our actions towards God. (1713, 1777, 1796, 1798) 
	

	19.6 A virtue is a firm habit to do good. The four principal or cardinal human virtues are: prudence, justice, fortitude, and temperance. The three theological virtues are faith, hope, and love. (1833-1844) 
	

	19.7 Sin is any thought, word, deed or omission contrary to God’s law. Sin is an offence against truth and a failure in love towards God and neighbour. (1849-1850, 1871-1872)
	DD p34 – sin wounds man’s nature and injures human solidarity. (CCC 1872).

F p34 – sin damages relationship with God and others. 

OV p35 – the moral life is a call to forgiveness and reconciliation with ourselves and others when we have sinned.

Comment: These statements do not adequately express the nature of sin. The vital ‘OV’ statement is entirely ‘horizontal’, God does not come into it.

	19.8 We should avoid all sins, whether serious (mortal) or less serious (venial) sins. Mortal sin requires grave matter, full knowledge, and deliberate consent. God desires eternal life for all in heaven, but mortal sin destroys love and sanctifying grace in us, and, if unrepented, leads to the eternal death of hell. It can be forgiven in the ordinary way in the Sacraments of Baptism and Penance. Venial sin involves breaking God’s law in a less serious matter, or in a serious matter but without full knowledge or consent. Venial sin hinders the soul’s progress, deserves punishment, and can lead to more serious sin. (1854-1862, 1874-1875)  


	

	19.9 Vices, opposite of the virtues, are bad habits which result from the repetition of sins. The worst vices are called the capital, or deadly, sins: pride, avarice, envy, anger, lust, gluttony, and sloth. (1865-1866, 1876)
	

	19.10 Our vocation is not just personal; love of neighbour is inseparable from love of God. We should work for the common good of society, especially the communities we belong to and the state, with due respect for legitimate authority and law. We should seek to reduce excessive and unjust social and economic inequalities throughout the entire human family, with particular care for the poor and needy. (1877-1880, 1943-1948)      
	DD p26 – Human person is goal of all social institutions …… which must work to give each person the necessary to live a truly human life (GS 25, 26).

F p26 – God calls us to share our gifts in service of others.

DD p28 – Respect for …….  fundamental rights that flow from inherent dignity of human person. (CCC 1944).   Love of neighbour inseparable from love of God. (CCC 1878).

F p28 – communion of persons is gift to us in families, friends & other people, school and Church communities; holistic with all creation; past, present & future; showing Jesus’ love and being friends with him; growing in friendship with all peoples, helping and sharing, to be people Jesus calls us to be.

SST ‘The Human Community’ p30 – Human person needs to live in society.  ………man develops his potential, responds to his vocation. (CCC 1879)

DD p30 – Development of peoples has Church’s close attention.  ……… solidarity is a matter of urgency. (Populorum progressio, 1).

DD p30 – Dignity of person requires pursuit of common good. Create and support institutions that improve conditions of human life. (CCC 1926)

F p30 – Jesus’ life and teaching challenge us to compassion and justice; part of Christian mission is to build better world for all.  

OV p31 – we respond positively and responsibly to the human community; to make world a better place; strive to ensure everyone shares in resources of world.

OV p35 – moral life is caring for all of God’s creation. 

Comment: The Overview devotes considerable attention to this aspect of morality. There is much good material here, but there are some omissions: no call for respect for legitimate authority and law; there is emphasis on immediate communities (family and school) and on the global community, but nothing on the state / nation (no expression of practical patriotism).

The vital ‘OV’ pages express an entirely ‘horizontal’ perspective.   



	19.11 God, to help and guide us, gives us the moral law so we can follow the ways that lead to true happiness, and avoid the evil ways that turn us away from His love. God’s moral law is the law of love: to love God and to love one another as Jesus loved us. (1950, 1970)
	DD p26 & SST ‘The Communion of Persons’ p28 – Love fundamental vocation of every person. (FC 11)

SST ‘The Law of Love’ p32 – Entire Law of Gospel contained in ‘new commandment’ of Jesus to love one another as he has loved us. (CCC 1970)

F p32 – Jesus wants us to love God and neighbour; he shows us the response of love to give to God; Beatitudes are at heart of Jesus’ preaching.

DD p34 – Jesus said to him, ‘If you would be perfect, ………come follow me. (Mt.19:21).

OV p31 – called to love God and others. 

OV p33 – Law of love shown in birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus; in the sacraments; in the Sermon on the Mount; in love of God and neighbour. 

OV p35 – moral life is call to grow in love and justice in relationships with others; to follow the Beatitudes; loving others in way that Jesus loves us; exemplified in Jesus as model and teacher.

Comment: These quotations and statements express very well that love is the key to the moral law. However, the subsequent follow-through into the moral law as expressed in the Decalogue is weak (see 20 below).

	19.12 God’s moral law is also the law of grace. Jesus our Saviour sends us the Holy Spirit, who gives us the free gift of God’s life and love. We call this life “grace”, which we need to help us choose what is right, resist Satan’s temptations and avoid doing wrong. (1715, 1972, 2017, 2020-2022)        
	OV p35 – guided and sustained by the Holy Spirit. 

Comment: Good statement, but not adequate presentation on grace.

	19.13 Sanctifying grace is the stable gift of the Holy Spirit into the soul to heal it of sin and to sanctify it. (1999-2000, 2023) 
	

	19.14 Other kinds of graces are: actual graces (gifts for specific circumstances), sacramental graces (proper to each sacrament), special graces or charisms (gifts intended for the good of the Church) among which are the graces of state of life and for particular ministries in the Church. (2003-2004, 2024)
	

	19.15 The faithful have the right to receive and the duty to follow the Church’s moral teaching. (2032, 2037, 2049-2051).
	OV p33 – law of love proclaimed by Church, the Body of Christ.

OV p35 – moral life is following instructive teachings of the Church.

Comment: Good.

	19.16 The precepts of the Church are: attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation, and keep the days holy; confess sins at least once a year; receive Holy Communion at least during the Easter season; observe the prescribed days of fasting and abstinence; provide for the material needs of the Church, according to ability. (2041-2043)
	

	20 The Ten Commandments
	Comment: The CCC gives prominence to the Ten Commandments, devoting an entire section of 100 pages (CCC 1961-1964, 2052-2557). By contrast the Overview gives minimal attention to the Decalogue, just a few references in the sub-section on ‘The Law of Love’, only one of which is on the important ‘OV’ page, indicating something which is actually in the Alive-O programme.  

	20.1 The Ten Commandments were revealed by God to the people of Israel. Jesus himself used the Ten Commandments (also called the Decalogue – literally ‘Ten Words’) and the Church has followed his example ever since, taking the Decalogue as a framework for moral teaching, interpreted in the light of Jesus teaching to love God and love one another as he loved us.  (2054-2056, 2064-2068)
	DD p32 – Old Law is first stage of revealed law, summed up in Ten Commandments. (CCC 1980). New Law is law of love, of grace, of freedom, bringing Old Law of Decalogue to fulfilment. (CCC 1985).



	20.2 The Ten Commandments show how to love God (first three) and neighbour (other seven): a path for a happy life freed from the slavery of sin. (2057) 
	F p32 – Decalogue leads to life freed form slavery to sin.

OV p33 – Law of love revealed in God’s loving covenants; leading from slavery to freedom in Exodus and Ten Commandments. 

	20.3 The First Commandment calls us to believe in God, to hope in him, and to love him above all else; to adore, worship, and pray to him. The veneration of sacred images is not contrary to the first commandment. (2134, 2135, 2141) 
	

	20.4 The First Commandment forbids superstition, idolatry, various forms of divination (recourse to Satan and the occult, mediums and psychics, magic, tarot cards, horoscopes, astrology), sacrilege, simony and atheism. ( 2138-2140) 
	

	20.5 The Second Commandment enjoins respect for the Lord's name, which is holy.(2161) 
	

	20.6 The Second Commandment forbids improper use of God's name, blasphemy, false oaths and perjury. (2162-2163) 
	

	20.7 The Third Commandment requires that Sundays and other holy days of obligation are to be kept holy, the faithful are bound to participate in the Mass. (2175, 2190-2192) 
	

	20.8 The Third Commandment forbids engaging in unnecessary work or making unnecessary demands on others that would hinder them from observing the Lord's Day.(2193, 2195) 
	

	20.9 The Fourth Commandment enjoins children to give their father and mother respect, gratitude, just obedience, and assistance; they should also give due respect to other legitimate authorities. Parents should educate their children in Catholic faith, prayer, and following Jesus, and should provide for their children’s physical and other needs. (2248-2253, 2255) 
	DD p28 – In the family parents ……. are first heralds of faith for their children. (CCC 1656).

	20.10 The Fifth Commandment enjoins respect for every human life, from the moment of conception until natural death. (2319) 
	

	20.11 The Fifth Commandment forbids murder, violence, bullying, direct abortion, intentional euthanasia, suicide, and scandal (which leads others to sin gravely) Because of the evils and injustices that all war brings with it, we must do everything reasonably possible to avoid war. (2320-2327) 
	

	20.12 The Sixth Commandment respects the plan of God in creating human beings male and female, each with their own personal dignity and identity. The commandment enjoins chastity for all. Married couples must be faithful to one another, keep their marriages indissoluble, and only use natural means of family planning. (2393-2395, 2397, 2399) 
	F p26 – God desires us to grow in wholeness as sexual beings.

Comment: This comment is vague and uses the language of contemporary secular psychology. This language is better avoided because it is often used in modern society to advocate sexual behaviour which is seriously contrary to the Christian vision of sexuality. 

	20.13 The Sixth Commandment forbids adultery, divorce, contraception, masturbation, fornication, pornography, prostitution, rape and homosexual practices.(2396, 2399-2400) 
	

	20.14 The Seventh Commandment enjoins justice, charity and honesty in ensuring as far as possible that the good things of God’s creation reach everyone. Generosity to the poor is required by both justice and charity. (2451-2452, 2459-2462) 
	

	20.15 The Seventh Commandment forbids all forms of theft, dishonesty, damage to other’s property, paying unjust wages, and enslavement of human beings. Justice requires the restitution of stolen goods, and reparation of damage done. (2453-2455) 
	

	20.16 The Eighth Commandment enjoins truthfulness, respect for legitimate confidences, and moderation and discipline in the use of communications media. (2505, 2511-2512) 
	

	20.17 The Eighth Commandment forbids all forms of lying and untruthfulness, deception, hypocrisy, calumny and detraction. Offences committed against the truth require reparation(2505-09) 
	

	20.18 The Ninth Commandment enjoins modesty and purity of heart, which are fostered through patience, decency, discretion and temperance. (2530, 2533)  
	

	20.19 The Ninth Commandment forbids lustful desires. (2529) 
	

	20.20 The Tenth Commandment enjoins detachment from riches and trust in the providence of God.  (2554, 2556) 
	

	20.21 The Tenth Commandment forbids avarice arising from a passion for riches, and the envious desire to have another person’s possessions for oneself. (2552-2553)
	

	21 Prayer in the Christian Life
	Comment: The Overview devotes considerable attention to prayer, much of which corresponds with the Church’s teaching on prayer. However, while the Church emphasises the liturgy and traditional prayer forms, the Overview indicates preference for prayers and rituals devised by the Alive-O programme. 

There are some notable omissions: Trinity as structure of Christian prayer; virtues as sources of prayer; family prayer; distractions and difficulties in prayer; memorisation and explanation of meaning of important prayers of Church.  

	21.1 Prayer is the raising of one's mind and heart to God or the requesting of good things from God. In prayer we speak and sing to God, and listen to Him. Prayer helps us to know and love God. (2590-2591)
	SST ‘Prayer’ p36 – The wonder of prayer is revealed beside the well. ……….. prayer is the encounter of God’s thirst with ours. (CCC 2560)

DD p36 – Prayer is raising heart and mind to God, or requesting things from God. (St John Damascene).       Prayer is lived in first place beginning with realities of creation. (CCC 2569)

F p36 – prayer an expression of God’s relationship with us and our response.

	21.2 The principal model and teacher of Christian prayer is Jesus himself. Jesus promised he is present whenever two or three gather in his name. (1373, 2599-2616, 2620-2621, 2664) 
	DD p36 – Drama of prayer revealed in Word who became flesh. (CCC 2598).   Jesus teaches disciples to pray with purified heart, faith & boldness. (CCC 1621)

F p36 – Jesus teaches us to pray.

OV p37 – prayer is exemplified in Jesus; taught by Jesus, especially ‘Our Father’

	21.3 The Holy Spirit, recalling all that Jesus said, instructs the Church in her life of prayer, inspiring new expressions of prayer. (2644, 2661) 
	F p36 – in Church, Holy Spirit teaches us to pray.

OV p37 – prayer taught us by Holy Spirit. 

	21.4 The Bible, the liturgy of the Church, and the virtues of faith, hope, and charity are sources of prayer. (2653, 2662) 
	OV p37 – meditating on and contemplating sacred scripture (71 instances referenced in the Alive-O lessons).

OV p37 – various celebrations in Liturgical Calendar (33 celebrations referenced in lessons, presumably all in the classroom, devised by the Alive-O programme).



	21.5 Christian prayer is primarily Trinitarian; we normally pray in the Holy Spirit through Christ to the Father. We may also pray directly to Jesus or the Holy Spirit. We normally start and finish prayer with the Sign of the Cross. (2565, 2664, 2680-2681) 
	

	21.6 The basic forms of Christian prayer are: blessing & adoration, petition, intercession, thanksgiving, and praise. The Eucharist contains and expresses all forms of prayer. (2626-2643)
	OV p37 – prayer forms: thanksgiving, petition, praise, sorrow and adoration. Prayer has Eucharist as summit. 

	21.7 Christian tradition comprises three major expressions of the life of prayer: vocal prayer, meditation, and contemplative prayer. (2721)
	DD p36 – Meditation engages thought, imagination, emotion and desire. (CCC 2708)

	21.8 The Christian family – the “domestic church” – is the first place for learning to pray, especially at family prayer times and going to the church as a family.(2685, 2694) 
	

	21.9 The Church invites the faithful to constant prayer and to regular prayer at certain times: daily prayers (such as morning & evening prayer, grace before & after meals, and the Liturgy of the Hours); Sundays centred on the Eucharist; the feasts of the liturgical year.(2697-2698, 2720, 2757) 
	DD p36 – In living tradition, each Church proposes ………. a language of prayer: words, melodies, gestures, iconography. (CCC 2663).

F p36 – there are many different ways of praying; prayer is regular and constant activity of people of God.

OV p37 – offered to children in various prayertimes (560+ noted)

OV p37 – formulated in prayer rituals (60 different prayer rituals referenced in the lessons, presumably all Alive-O devised).

OV p37 – incorporating movement and gesture (12 lesson or video references, presumably all devised by Alive-O)

OV p37 – paying special attention to traditional prayers and prayer forms (27 items referenced in lessons, 10 of which do not seem traditional).

OV p38 – using songs, hymns and liturgical music (278 tracks referenced, presumably most if not all written by Alive-O).

OV p38 – formulated in prayers (31new prayers listed, 17 of which appear to be non-traditional). 

Comment: The Overview does contain prayers that are part of the Church’s liturgical and prayer tradition, but preference is indicated for prayers and prayer-rituals devised by the Alive-O programme itself.

	21.10 We can experience difficulties and temptations in the practice of prayer, such as lack of faith, distractions and dryness. The remedy lies in faith, giving our hearts fully to God and persevering in prayer.(2729-2732, 2742) 
	

	21.11 The Virgin Mary is a great model for prayer - particularly expressed in the Hail Mary, the Angelus, the Magnificat and the Rosary – and we can also seek her intercession in prayer. The saints are also models and intercessors for prayer.  (2617-2619, 2622, 2673-2679, 2682)
	OV p37&38 – Hail Mary, Angelus, Rosary, Hail Holy Queen, Regina Caeli included in lists of prayers. 

	21.12 The best places for prayer are the family home, personal oratories, school, monasteries, places of pilgrimage, and above all the church which is the place for celebration of the Eucharist and other liturgical prayer. (2691, 2696)
	

	21.13 Memorisation is important for catechesis in prayer, especially for children and young people, accompanied with explanation of the meaning of the prayers. (2688) 
	

	22 The Lord’s Prayer: ‘Our Father!’
	Comment: The Church, in the CCC, gives major emphasis to the Lord’s Prayer, devoting to it the entire Section 2 (25 pages) of Part Four – Christian Prayer. 

By contrast, the Overview accords the Lord’s Prayer minimal extra attention relative to other prayers. There is no sub-section in the Overview devoted to the ‘Our Father’, and the prayer is simply included without preference in two lists totalling 73 prayers. In the references to lessons in the Alive-O programme, the Lord’s Prayer (at 2 lessons) gets less attention than ‘Christian mantras’ (3 lessons). 

	22.1 The Lord's Prayer is truly the summary of the whole gospel, and is the most perfect of prayers. It is the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray. (2773-2776) 
	OV p37 – prayer is taught to us by Jesus, particularly in the Our Father.

OV p37 – ‘Our Father’ referenced as being addressed in one lesson in Book 5 and one lesson in Book 7.

	22.2 We can invoke God as "Father" because Jesus, the Son of God made man, has revealed him to us. (2798) 
	

	22.3 By asking ‘hallowed be thy name’ we praise God. (2858)
	

	22.4 When we pray ‘the Kingdom come’ we look first to Christ’s return and final coming of the Reign of God; also the growth of the kingdom of God here on earth. (2859)
	

	22.5 In the third petition ‘thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven’ we ask our Father to help us do what he wants by uniting us with Jesus. (2860)
	

	22.6 In asking ‘give us this day our daily bread’ we express our trust in our heavenly Father. The ‘daily bread’ refers to earthly food for our lives, and also to the Bread of Life – the Eucharist. (2861)
	

	22.7 When we pray ‘forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us’ we beg God’s mercy for our offences, mercy which can penetrate our hearts only if we forgive our enemies. (2862)
	

	22.8 When we say ‘lead us not into temptation’ we ask God to give us the grace of the Spirit so that we do not take the path of sin. (2863)
	

	22.9 In the last petition ‘deliver us from evil’ we pray to God for the victory, already won by Christ, over Satan and his evils. (2864)
	

	22.10 By the final ‘Amen’ we our agreement with the seven petitions: ‘so be it’. (2865)
	

	
	

	23 Pedagogical Aspects  (educational approach & strategy, method, methodologies, educational techniques, etc.)
The Church’s principal ‘standard of reference’ for pedagogical aspects is the General Directory for Catechesis, 1997 (GDC). The numbers in parenthesis below are the relevant references in the GDC. 
	Comment: The Overview focuses mainly on the Doctrinal Aspects of the Alive-O programme. However, the Overview does address Pedagogical Aspects to a lesser extent, as referenced and commented on below. 

	23.1 Every Catholic catechetical text is in perfect harmony with the Catechism of the Catholic Church (284)
	Comment: The Overview mentions the CCC in its Introduction, the structure of the Overview is largely that of the CCC and there are many quotes from the CCC in the ‘Doctrinal Development’ sections. Nevertheless, there is no statement that the Alive-O programme is in perfect harmony with the CCC. 

	23.2 Catholic catechetical texts give due consideration for the norms and criteria for presenting the Gospel message as given in the General Directory for Catechesis. (284)
	Comment: The Overview says in its Introduction that it is organised and presented in sections according to those in the CCC and the GDC. The Overview sections do largely follow the structure of the CCC (with some exceptions, as previously noted in this Analysis), but not the GDC. The degree to which the Overview follows the GDC is commented on further below. 

	23.3 Any catechetical text emanating from a National Episcopal Conference, must obtain formal pre-publication approval from the Vatican’s Congregation for the Clergy on behalf of the Apostolic See. (282, 285)
	Comment: The Overview does not claim that the Alive-O programme received the necessary pre-publication approval of the Holy See.

	23.4 A catechetical text reflects a context of evangelisation, the Church’s primary mission, seeking to evangelise pupils while catechising them, and then encouraging them to go on and evangelise others. (14-17, 33, 34-76, 147)
	DD p11 – Church is by her nature missionary (Vat II, Ad Gentes, 2)

F p11 – every Christian called to participate in mission of Jesus. 

Comment: Above statements are good, but the Overview falls short of fully expressing Church teaching, which situates catechesis in a very positive and proactive manner as an integral part of evangelisation.  

	23.5 The overall educational strategy is the ‘pedagogy of God’, which is the pedagogy of Christ and pedagogy of the Church; the transmission of the deposit of Faith, of the Gospel, which is above all made manifest in the person of Jesus Christ. (137-146)
	Comment: As the structure of the Overview is largely based on the CCC, the initial impression is that the Overview’s strategy is the ‘pedagogy of God’. However, the omission of key elements of the Deposit of Faith, and the absence of a structure of salvation history, call into question the Overview’s following of the ‘pedagogy of God’.  

	23.6 The structure of the text is Trinitarian and Christo-centric. (97-99, 114)
	Comment: The Overview does reflect a Trinitarian structure, but the actual presentation of the Trinity is particularly deficient. The Overview’s structure could also be considered Christo-centric, insofar as it devotes much attention to Jesus; however, the authenticity of its Christo-centrism is undermined by omission of key truths about Christ. 

	23.7 Structure also brings out salvation history and the four pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church: creed, liturgy/sacraments, life in Christ/morality, prayer. (98, 108, 115)
	Comment: The Overview’s structure reflects the four pillars of the CCC (though a number of key elements are omitted). However, the structure fails significantly to bring out salvation history.

	23.8 Aims are fully in accord with the aims of catechesis as expressed by the Church. (77-91)
	Comment: The Overview does not state the Aims of the Alive-O programme. However, the degree to which the Overview diverges from authentic Catholic teaching suggests that the Programme’s Aims are not in harmony with the aims of catechesis as expressed by the Church. 

	23.9 Systematic presentation of the faith as a unified whole, with all aspects integrated and connected, and without significant omissions of relevant material. (111-113)
	Comment: The Overview has many significant omissions and imbalances, as detailed in previous sections of this Analysis.

	23.10 Education in sexuality respects the guidelines given in The Truth and Meaning of Human Sexuality, Pontifical Council for the Family, 1995.
	DD p26 – Partnership of man and woman constitutes first form of communion between persons. (Gaudium et Spes, 12)

F p26 & OV p27 – God desires that human beings grow in wholeness as sexual beings.

Comment: These statements are fine in themselves, but fall short of expressing the fullness of Church teaching in this vital area.

	23.11 Memorisation of the truths of the Faith is given great attention, in particular the Apostles’ Creed, the Our Father, other of the great prayers of the Church and the Decalogue, along with regular assessment of pupil learning outcomes. (154)
	Comment: The Overview gives no indication that memorisation or assessment of pupil learning are part of the Programme.

	23.12 Parents as primary educators for their children are supported and as far as possible involved. (226-227)
	DD p28 (under sub-section on ‘The Communion of Persons’) – In the family parents are by word and example … the first heralds of the faith with regard to their children. (CCC 1656).

F p28 – family, friends and significant others are primary means by which people appreciate their uniqueness and gifts.  

Comment: These are the only references to family in the Overview; no references in the vital ‘OV’ pages. Opportunities to affirm and develop understanding of the Christian family are missed out by omissions of: the Holy Family of Nazareth; the family based on the Sacrament of Marriage; family prayer. 

The Overview falls short of expressing support for parents. 

	23.13 Involvement of the local parish facilitated and supported. (105)
	Comment: The Overview diminishes the priesthood, and is weak on role of the parish.

	23.14 A range of educational techniques and methodologies which are most appropriate and effective. Music and art are particularly effective in speaking to the heart. (118, 148-162)
	Visual Aids p44-46 – Sixty different topics listed that are addressed across the four years of the Alive-O programme 5-8.  

	23.15 Support for teachers in their educational role, and also, to the extent possible, help in formation of teachers’ own faith. (228-231, 233-252, 259-260)
	Comment: The Overview’s Introduction states its intention to be an aid to teachers. There is also reference to additional supportive information in the Teacher’s Book for each year. 
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